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Academic Assistance Program

Linn-Mar High school’s Academic Assistance program has two components:  Credit Completion is for students who receive F+ (53% - 59%).  Credit Completion allows students to complete course work taken during the previous grading period in order to receive a passing grade.   Credit Recovery is the second component of the program and is intended for junior/senior students who are significantly behind pace in earning credits for graduation.  The Academic Assistance Counselor can answer questions for students and parents about guidelines and eligibility for the program.

Academic Letter

Students who achieve a 3.33 or higher for each term in a given school year are eligible for a Linn-Mar High School academic letter.  Academic letters are presented to students at an assembly each fall.  Students must have been in attendance at Linn-Mar High School during the previous school year to qualify.

Advanced Placement

Linn-Mar High School offers Advanced Placement (AP) courses in Art History, Calculus (AB and BC), Statistics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics (B), English Literature, World History, Psychology, U.S. Government and U.S. History.  A minimal number of AP courses are available thru the Iowa AP Online Academy.  Students who complete these courses can take a standard AP exam.  Many colleges and universities accept AP courses for college credit, depending upon individual AP exam scores.  More information is available in the Guidance Office or the TAG Office.  
AP courses are weighted for grade point calculation purposes as follows: A+, A(5.0); A-(4.67); B+(4.33); B(4.00); B-(3.67); C+(3.33); C(3.0); C-(2.67); D+(2.33); D(2.0); D-(1.67).

Course Load
Students in grades 9-11 must enroll in 70 credit hours per year.  Students in grade 12 must enroll in 60 credit hours per year.  

Credit Hours
Most block courses (which meet for 85 minutes per day) are worth five credits per quarter (9 weeks).  Most other courses (which meet for 40 minutes per day) are worth five credits per semester (18 weeks).
Credit/Fail Option
Students in grades 10-12 may elect to take a course “Credit/Fail”.  Courses needed to satisfy  graduation requirements in Math, Science, Social Studies, and English may not be taken Cr/F.  A limit of 25 credits may be taken Cr/F during the high school career.  A grade of C- (70%) or higher must be earned to receive credit or “Cr”.  Students must choose this option by the end of the 5th week for block classes and by the end of the 10th week for semester/traditional classes.
Drop/Add Deadlines
A student must add a new block course before the end of the 3rd day of a new grading period.  A new Math, Music, Foreign Language, or early-bird course must be added before the end of the 5th day of a new semester.  A student must drop a block course before the end of the 4th week of a given grading period.  A 40 minute ‘skinny’ course must be dropped before the end of the 8th week.
Grading

Linn-Mar High School uses a standard grading scale: A+ (99.0%); A (93%); A- (90%); B+ (87%); B (83%); B- (80%); C+ (77%); C (73%); C- (70%); D+ (67%); D (63%); D- (60%); F+ (55%).  Percentages are rounded to the nearest whole percentage (0.5 rounded up and 0.49 or lower rounded down).  Extra credit or test re-takes may raise a grade to no more than an A-.
Grade Point Calculation

Grade point averages (GPA) are computed on a 4.33 scale as follows:  A+ (4.33); A (4.0); A- (3.67); B+ (3.33); B (3.0); B- (2.67); C+ (2.33); C (2.0); C- (1.67); D+ (1.33); D (1.0); D- (0.67).  Transfer GPA and class ranks will be computed using the Linn-Mar High School grade point calculation values.

Graduation-Early
Students meeting all requirements for graduation and electing to graduate early must apply for early graduation at least one month prior to the student’s final quarter.  Applications can be picked up in the Guidance Office and submitted to the Principal’s Office.  The Principal will meet with each early graduation applicant prior to recommending candidates to the Board of Education for approval.

Graduation Requirements
Linn-Mar High School students are required to earn 250 credits in order to graduate.  Department requirements are as follows:
*     English-40 credits. Must include English 9 or English I, English II, English III, one speech/acting course (5 credits) and a writing elective or a literature elective.  

*    Mathematics-30 credits. Must include Algebra (10 credits).  Students who successfully complete both semesters of Algebra I may not then take Algebra Fundamentals I or Algebra Fundamentals II to fulfill the three year math requirement.

*    Science-30 credits. Must include General Biology (10 credits) and a physical science course (Chemistry, Physics, or Earth and Physical Science) (10 credits).  Ten elective credits may include the following vocational/technical offerings:  Aquaculture, Botany, Horticulture, Advanced Aquaculture, Intro to Engineering Design, Principles of Engineering, Intro. to Veterinary Science and/or Veterinary Science.
*    Social Studies-30 credits. Must include U.S. History 9 or U.S. History I (10 credits), World History (or AP World History) (10 credits), American Government (5 credits), and one social studies elective (5 credits).  

*    Health/PE- 25 credits. Must include Health (5 credits).

Graduation requirements for students with an Individual Education Program (IEP) will be in accordance with the prescribed course of study as written in their IEP.  Prior to graduation, the IEP team shall determine whether the graduation requirements have been met.

COMPASS Credits
High School credits are available via the COMPASS alternative program located in Marion.  Linn-Mar will accept credit hours for approved courses that can be applied to requirements for the Linn-Mar High School diploma. Students should visit with their assigned counselor, or the Academic Assistance Counselor, to develop an approved plan for this option.

Post-Secondary Articulation
Articulation with community colleges allows students to earn community college credit for certain high school classes. 

Articulated Courses

Articulation with Kirkwood Community College allows students to earn community college credit in an “applied science program” for certain high school courses.  By achieving these competencies at Linn-Mar, a student can be well on their way to receiving college credit!  Upon student request, once the competencies have been met, an “Articulation Validation” form is completed by the instructor, given to the Counseling Office, then sent to Kirkwood Community College. Students can pick up this form in the Counseling Office or from their instructors. Most articulated Linn-Mar courses will count as an introductory course in a chosen field of study or as an elective.  

The following courses at Linn-Mar are articulated with Kirkwood Community College:

	Linn-Mar Course
	 
	Kirkwood Course

	Accounting
	 
	Accounting Concepts (ACC-111)

	Sales and Marketing
	 
	Principles of Selling (MKT-140)

	Comp. Business Apps.
	 
	Keyboarding/Word Processing I (BCA-135)

	Adv. Comp. Business Apps.
	 
	Adv Word Processing (BCA-136)

	Comp. Bus. Apps., Adv. Comp. Bus. Apps., Web Design Principles & Intro. to Multimedia
	 
	Computer Business Applications (BCA-212)

	MOC Internship
	 
	Business Internship--check with L-M teacher for articulation verification

	Culinary Basics (or Teen Living)+ Creative Foods +  Quantity Meals
	 
	Food Fundamentals I (HCM-148)

	Child Development I + II + Parenting
	 
	Early Childhood Development (ECE-173)

	Botany and Horticulture
	 
	Intro. To Horticulture or Intro. to  Agribusiness—see L-M ag instructor for verification of articulation

	Mechanical Drawing I + II + Architectural Drawing 
	 
	Architectural Drafting (CAD-208)—see L-M teacher for verification of articulation

	Construction I, II, and Building Trades
	 
	Construction Technology/Internship (ECE-173)—check with L-M for verification of articulation


 You may see your instructor or counselor for additional information or visit the following website:

http://www.kirkwood.cc.ia.us/collegecredit/articul1.html
Physical Education Waiver
Physical education is required for every student in Iowa (DE regulations, chapter 12).  This requirement may be waived for one of the following reasons:  a.) the student needs to take a course required for graduation that is not available to them if they take PE.  b.) the student is enrolled in a cooperative, off-campus, high school credit course.  A P.E. Waiver form is available in the Guidance Office.  These forms must be signed by the building principal for approval.
Post-Secondary Enrollment Options Act
Students may enroll in college courses under the following provisions:

*    The post-secondary enrollment option (PSEO) is intended for 11th and 12th grade   students as part of their four-year plan.

*    A course chosen under this option must not be a comparable course to one offered in the 
   
local high school curriculum.

*    The chosen course may not replace graduation requirements.

*    The school district will pay up to $250 for related tuition and related course fees.   Students are responsible for textbook fees.

*    A student must complete the course with a passing grade in order for the school district to 
pay for the course.
Students must maintain the minimum high school course load.
Post-Secondary Credit Options
Career Edge Academies are opportunities to explore high demand careers while earning both high school and college credit.  Linn-Mar and other area high schools have teamed with Kirkwood Community College to create several courses that will help students explore careers, develop new skills, and gain insights into today’s workplace.  More information can be found in the appendix of this document and at www.careeredge.info.  Academies include:

Advanced Manufacturing Technology

Agriscience

Automotive Technology

Computer Programming

Education and Human Services

Engineering & Human Services

Engineering & Engineering Technology

Graphics and Media Communications

Health Sciences

Information Systems Management

Local Area Networking
Java
Articulation with Kirkwood Community College allows students to earn community college credit in an “applied science program” for certain high school courses.  By achieving the specified competencies at Linn-Mar, a student earns credit at KCC when the “Articulation Validation” form is completed by the instructor and sent to Kirkwood.  Most articulated courses will count as an introductory course in a chosen field of study or as an elective.  A list of articulated courses is available in the Guidance Office.

Project Lead The Way
Project Lead the Way (PLTW) is a national pre-engineering program with courses designed to prepare students for a career in engineering or engineering technology.  Emphasis is placed on applied learning through a challenging and engaging “hands-on” project-based approach.  A national standards-based curriculum is followed.  
Courses for Project Lead the Way offered at Linn-Mar High School include:


Introduction to Engineering Design (1st course, started in 2007-08)


Principles of Engineering (2nd course, started in 2008-09)


Digital Electronics (3rd course, started in 2009-10)

Biotechnology (offering for 2010-2011)

Standardized Testing Program
Standardized testing plays a significant part in the planning process for post-high school transition.  The counseling staff, homeroom teachers, parents, and students will collaborate to develop an appropriate four-year academic plan for each student.  The L-MHS testing plan is designed to comply with Iowa Department of Education requirements.   In addition, these tests provide helpful information about students’ strengths and interests.  Finally test results are analyzed to provide feedback regarding the effectiveness of curriculum, instruction, and assessment.
9th Grade

*     Iowa Tests of Educational Development (ITED) (required)

*     Choices (Interest and career inventory) (optional)

10th Grade
*     ITED (Required)
*     NWEA MAP test (math and reading assessment) (required)
*    Choices (optional)
*    PLAN (optional)
11th Grade
*    ITED (Required)

*    Choices (optional)

*    ASVAB-military career inventory (optional)

*    ACT  (optional)

*    SAT I and SAT II (optional)

*    PSAT: Pre-SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (Optional)

12th Grade
*    ACT (optional)

*    SAT I and SAT II (optional)

*    Choices (optional)

*    ASSET/COMPASS (Kirkwood placement-optional)

*    CSASS (work skills assessment) (optional)
Transition (Post-Secondary)

ECCO 20 (Exploring College/Career Options) is a series of postsecondary college planning and career focused activities designed to meet today’s competitive climate.  Once components of ECCO 20 have been completed, student will receive special recognition at their class graduation.  See the Counseling Office for specific information regarding ECCO 20 options.
Test Out Option
Students who wish to “test out” of various courses must notify the building principal in writing of their intent by May 1 for Year-Long and Fall semester classes, and by December 1 for Spring ‘block’ classes.  Within a six-week period, students will receive information related to critical course objectives and the criteria for assessment.  Students will then be asked to demonstrate, via multiple performance measures, critical objective mastery for the course.

 Course: General Agricultural Science
Course #:       

 AGR110
Grade Level: 

 9-12
Credits: 

10 
Length:


2 quarters 

Format:


Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations:  Membership in the FFA organization is strongly encouraged.  Offered annually.  General Agriculture Science  is offered during quarters 1 and 3 as a block course which meets for 85 minutes per day.
Course Description: This course is structured for the student to become familiar with the many career opportunities in the agricultural industry.  It also includes development of leadership skills and attitudes of cooperation necessary for success in any career area.  This course includes specific materials and study preparing students for membership in FFA.
Skills Needed to be Successful: 
· Willing to become actively involved in student co-curricular activities.

· Expressing thoughts and opinions in written and verbal forms.
· Investigating many different aspects of agricultural industry.
Expectations:   Students will:

· use vocabulary consistent with the agriculture industry.

· recognize careers available in agricultural industry.

· prepare and present oral communications on agricultural on agriculture-related topics.

· gain self-confidence through participation in agricultural competitions and contests.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
Agri-science & Natural Resources
Business/Information Management/Marketing
Family & Human Services
Health Sciences

Course: Introduction to Veterinary Science
Course #:       

AGR205
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits:
 

5 
Length:

 
1 quarter 

Format:

 
Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: Offered Quarter 2.  This class is required before enrolling in AGR 220 (Veterinary Science).  Meets L-M science elective requirement.

Course Description: This course is designed to provide students with practical background in principles of animal care, management, selection, judging, and handling of both companion animals (pets) as well as animals raised for food and service.  Species studied include: dogs, horses, cattle, swine, sheep, goats, poultry, rabbits, fish, cats, and other animals kept as pets.
Skills Needed to be Successful: 

· Creative thinking

· Communication skills

· Responsibility

· Documenting and recording skills

· Collaborative work

Expectations:  Students will:

· identify the external anatomy for the species of animals studied.

· explain the relationship of the various parts of the anatomy to the overall quality of the animal.

· present oral explanations of the qualities and characteristics of the animals.

· explain how anatomical qualities and characteristics affect the overall health and efficiency of the animal.

· understand the safety issues of handling and working with animals including companion animals and food animals.

· understand the relationship of live animal. characteristics to the quality of animal products and performance.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
Agri-science & Natural Resources

Health Sciences

Course: Agribusiness Sales & Marketing
Course #:       

AGR210
Grade Level: 

10-12
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations:  Even years only.  Available in 09-10.

Course Description: This course gives students the opportunity to become familiar with the many career opportunities in agribusiness.  Information will be presented through projects, activities, quest speakers, and field trips.  Students will learn, practice, and apply selling techniques to inform and persuade people.  Students will also learn how marketing techniques are used to provide products and services that satisfy the needs and wants of the customer.   These skills are useful in our personal and professional life.
Skills Needed to be Successful: 

· Effective communication skills

· Basic computer skills

· Productive work ethic

· Investigating many different aspects of the agribusiness industry

· Ability to work collaboratively with team members

· Reliability and responsibility
Expectations: 

Students will:

· Recognize careers available in the agribusiness industry

· Understand that good customer service/relations is vital to individual and business success

· Complete a job application, letter of application, and resume

· Demonstrate the basic techniques of a sales presentation

· Understand how to develop a marketing plan

· Develop, design, and promote a product of the student’s choosing

· Learn basic business record keeping skills

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Agriscience & Natural Resources

Business/Information Management/Marketing

Course: Veterinary Science
Course #:       

AGR220
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

AGR205
Considerations: This course is accepted as ½ science credit for admission to ISU, U of I and Truman State University.  Offered 4th quarter.  Meets L-M science elective requirement.
Course Description: This course is designed to provide students with a practical background in animal genetics, breeding, nutrition, animal health, and disease control as it applies to domestic animals.
Skills Needed to be Successful: 

· Productive work ethic

· Collaborative work, teaming

Expectations:

Students will:

· have a better understanding of consumerism of animal products.

· be able to apply principles of genetics to real situations related to animal production.

· be able to recognize proper feeding methods to provide animals with proper nutrition.

· design a breeding program for domestic animals.

· recognize symptoms of animal diseases.

· identify health care methods for animals.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content: Agriscience & Natural Resources

Health Sciences

Course: Aquaculture Sciences
Course #:       

AGR225
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: Willingness to work in a aquaculture laboratory outside scheduled class time is necessary.  Meets L-M science elective requirement. 

Course Description: Aquaculture is a branch of agriculture that deals with the raising, care of, and the marketing of fish and other aquatic organisms.  Students will learn to identify popular tropical fish species, label external and internal parts of aquatic species, and they will learn about the environmental aspects and requirements needed to keep fish healthy.  They will spend a majority of class time conducting lab activities dealing with water quality and fish health.  
Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Willing to work with fish and other aquatic species.  
· Documenting and recording skills.
· Ability and willingness to care for equipment.
· Ability to work collaboratively with team members.
· Reliability and responsible.

Expectations:  Students will:

· describe the importance of the aquacultural industry in relationship to our environment.

· demonstrate methods of analyzing water quality.

· have a basic understanding of environmental factors which influence water quality in nature and aquacultural water.

· conduct a market analysis on a new product.

· develop appropriate laboratory skills.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
Agriscience & Natural Resources

Business/Information Management/Marketing

Engineering/Industrial/Technological Sciences


Course: Botany 
Course #:       

 AGR230
Grade Level: 

 10-12 
Credit Hours: 
 5 
Length:

 1 quarter 

Format:

 Block
Prerequisite: 

 None
Considerations: This class is accepted as ½ science credit for admission to ISU, U of I, and Truman State in Missouri.  Offered  quarter 2.  Meets L-M science elective requirement.

Course Description: Students taking Botony (plant science) will have an opportunity to have hands-on activities designed to help them understand how plants function as an important part of our daily lives.  They will learn how plants are a source of food, pleasure and profit.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Productive work ethic

· Effective communication skills

· Concern for the environment

Expectations:  Students will:

· understand how a plant grows and functions.

· know how to safely select and use chemical pest control.

· develop an understanding of organic food products.

· know how to properly select growth media in which to place plants.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
Agriscience & Natural Resources

Course: Landscape Horticulture
Course #:       

AGR235
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: Successful completion of Botany or Biology strongly encouraged.  This class is accepted as ½ science credit for admission to ISU, U of I ,and Truman State..  Offered quarter 4.  Meets L-M science elective requirement.
Course Description: Students will discover the various uses of plants in our daily lives.  They will learn how to care for plants, prepare them for sale, design landscapes with plants and make improvements on already existing landscape plants.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Productive work ethic

· Effective communications

· Desire to work with plant materials

· Cooperative worker

Expectations: 
The students will:

· design a landscape plan for a residential area.

· understand and explain principles of design.

· identify plants used in landscapes.

· identify plans as to uses in environment.

· identify methods of extending plants’ lives in artificial environments.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Agriscience & Natural Resources


Course: Natural Resource Conservation (Wildlife Management)
Course #:       

AGR310
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations:   This class is accepted as ½ science credit for admission to ISU, U of I, and Truman State.  Offered quarter 3.  
Course Description: This course provides the student with an understanding of the problems associated with our environment and the natural resources that make up the environment.  Included are studies of wildlife, water, land, forest and soil.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Willing to demonstrate environmentally sound practices

· Having and interest in the outdoors and conservation

· Effective communication

· Productive work
Expectations: 
Students will:

· identify the causes of environmentally related problems.

· be able to identify possible solutions to environmental problems.

· recognize characteristics of the environment which influence the extent of problems.

· recognize economics factors which influence the environment.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Agriscience & Natural Resources

Engineering/Industrial/Technological Sciences

Course: Agri-business Management
Course #:       

AGR325
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 Qtr (Block)
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: Odd years only.  Available in 2010-11.
Course Description: This course gives students the opportunity to become familiar with the concepts of managing or operating an agricultural business including financial analysis, agricultural laws, business organizations, and employer/employee/customer relations.  Operating a small business will also be investigated.  Information will be presented through projects, activities, guest speakers, and field trips.  These concepts may be useful in your personal and professional life.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Productive work ethic

· Effective communication skills

· Investigating many different local agribusinesses

· Ability to work collaboratively with team members

· Reliability and responsibility

· Basic computer skills

· Basic business math skills

Expectations: 
Students will:

· understand basic principles of record keeping and record analysis.

· understand the principles of agricultural laws.

· understand the policies and politics and its effect on agriculture.

· match the types of business organizations with their characteristics

· understand the functions of commodity groups

· investigate employer/employee/customer relations

· understand how to develop a business plan

· understand how to start and manage a small business

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Agriscience & Natural Resources

Business/Information Management/Market

Course: Advanced Aquaculture Science
Course #:       

 AGR335
Grade Level: 

 10-12 
Credit Hours: 
 5 
Length:

 1 Qtr (Block)
Prerequisite: 

 AGR225
Considerations: Meets LMHS elective science credit requirement.
Course Description: This is a lab course that allows the student to continue the study of aquaculture production systems using both animals and plants.  Students will complete a group research project.  Part of the course will be dedicated to fisheries biology, fisheries management, and stream habitat development and water quality analysis.  Students will utilize knowledge from the Aquaculture Science (AGR225) course to manage one of the laboratory fish or plant systems.  
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Documenting and recording skills

· Effective communication skills

· Ability to work collaboratively with team members

· Productive work ethic

· Responsibility and reliability
· Ability and willingness to care for equipment
· Willingness to work with fish and other aquatic species including plants
Expectations: 
Students will:

· manage the aquaculture lab systems.

· manage the hydroponics and aeroponics production systems

· complete a team research project and report your finding to the class

· collect and test water samples from Indian Creek

· participate in a volunteer water quality reporting project

· develop skills in standing waters evaluation

· develop skills in watershed evaluation

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Agriscience & Natural Resources

Course: Greenhouse Management
Course #:       

AGR345
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 Quarter
Prerequisite: 

AGR230
Considerations:  This class is suggested as a follow-up to enrollment in AGR230 (Botany).
Course Description: This course is designed to provide students with a practical background in principles of plant care and maintenance, greenhouse management, plant propagation, pest and plant disorder control, transplanting, marketing greenhouse products, and seasonal greenhouse plant production.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Creative thinking

· Communication skills

· Accepting responsibility

· Documenting and recording skills

· Cooperative worker
Expectations: 
Students will:

· work cooperatively in maintaining greenhouse plant specimens.

· learn to identify greenhouse and bedding plants produced in the greenhouse.

· care for plants on a daily basis.

· develop skills in various methods of plant propagation.

· identify various methods of integrated pest management.

· identify common pests that affect greenhouse plant cultures.

· practice safety in handling and disposing of chemical pesticides.

· transplant a variety of plant seedlings into grow-out containers.

· work in greenhouse to market plants during spring sale.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Agriscience & Natural resources

Business/Information Management/Marketing

Course: Environmental Field Science
Course #:

SCI220

Grade Level: 

9– 12

Credits: 

10

Length: 

Two quarters

Format: 

Block

Prerequisite:   

SCI110, SCI210, or AGR110
Considerations: This course meets the science elective requirement.

Course Description:  The course is designed to provide a hands-on application of scientific concepts to understand the issues related to the natural environment.  Issues investigated will include the interactions of living and non-living components of the natural environment, including but not limited to; natural resources, population dynamics, wildlife, plant and soil studies, and air and water quality analysis.

Skills Needed to be Successful: 

· Reading, listening and note-taking
· Collect, analyze and interpret data
· Propose and defend alternative solutions to problems
· Demonstrate attention to detail and precision work

Expectations:

The students will:

· actively participate.

· come prepared for outdoor activities in all types of conditions.

· manage technology responsibly and safely.

· problem solve in small and large groups.

· demonstrate a productive work ethic.

· develop technical writing skills.

· explore career opportunities.


Career Pathways:


Natural Resources and Natural Resources 
(Environmental Sciences)


Engineering/ Industrial/ Technological Science


Health Sciences

Course: Design:Art Basics/Art Fundamentals
Course #:       

ART110
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: This course is a basic design class which is required for all students before they take any of the art classes.  Sections of ART110U for 11th and 12th graders only.  11th and 12th may sign up for either ART110 or ART110U.
Course Description: This course is designed around the seven elements and principles of art.  Projects will give students a better understanding of these art elements and principles through direct application.  Students will develop art skills through the use of a variety of mediums.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Love of art and making things

· Ability to listen to and follow directions

· Productive work ethic

Expectations: 
Students will:

· Consider what art is and practice how to judge it.
· Develop basic drawing skills.
· Demonstrate application of design elements and principles using a variety of media, including computer technology.
· Create works of art that reflect knowledge of particular cultures or artists.
· Develop critical thinking skills through the study of art criticism.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All Career Pathways


Course: Beginning Drawing
Course #:       

ART115
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

Art 110
Considerations: This course will require  writing assignments, research, and weekly drawings in a sketchbook.
Course Description: Students will draw from both life and photographic images.  Emphasis will be placed on tone, line, value, and proportion.  Students will also learn linear perspective drawing.  The works of other artists, past and present, will be studied.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Ability to follow directions

· Creativity and imagination

· Desire to improve visual art problem solving skills

Expectations: 
Students will:

· apply media, techniques, and processes with skill and confidence.

· use one linear perspective correctly.

· identify how other cultures use design.

· create artwork that is specifically related to particular elements and principles of art.

· describe and analyze artwork using correct art vocabulary.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All Career Pathways

Course: Beginning Ceramics 
Course #:       

ART125
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter (block)

Format: 

Block
Prerequisite: 

Art 110
Considerations: Students need to have passed Art Fundamentals (ART110) to take this class.  Students will take a written midterm and final exam.  Students may need to spend time outside of class to finish all of their work.
Course Description: Students will learn the basic techniques of construction including slab, coil, pinch and wheel.  Students will also learn the scientific principles of ceramics.  Each student will spend most of the time in class developing the skills of pottery making and simple design techniques.  There will be a specific number of works required.  All students are helped on an individual basis and are encouraged to be as creative with their clay as possible while using fundamentally sound techniques.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Love of art and making things

· Productive work ethic both in and out of class.

· Ability to follow directions

· Listening skills
Expectations: 
Students will:

· use and understand vocabulary terms relating to the ceramic process.

· demonstrate growth of skills in hand building and wheel throwing techniques.

· demonstrate correct procedures for specific end results.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All Career Pathways

Arts & Communications


Course: Beginning Painting 
Course #:       

ART135
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisites: 
ART110 





Considerations: Students need to have passed Art Fundamentals (ART110) to take this class.  Beginning Drawing (ART115) is recommended but not required prior to taking this course.
Course Description:  Students will be learning how to use a variety of water-based paints: water color, tempera, and acrylic. Students will explore the history, vocabulary and process used in this type of painting.  Students will learn how art is used for personal expression and as social statements.  
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Productive work ethic

· Desire to express oneself visually

· Observational skills

· Desire to improve visual art problem solving skills

Expectations: 
Students will:

· correctly apply painting techniques to their individual work.

· design, paint, and explain artwork that is personally expressive.
· demonstrate knowledge of color and value when rendering objects.

· create successful artwork based on a variety of subject matters including landscapes, still life, and portraits. 

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All Career Pathways

Arts & Communications

Course: 3-D Art
Course #:       

ART145
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

ART110
Considerations: Students must pass Art Fundamentals (ART110) before taking this class.
Course Description: Students will learn techniques for a variety of 3-D art such as sculpture in the round, relief, assemblage, mobiles, and installations.  Students will learn to create art by reflecting on their own personal experiences and by researching other cultures.  
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· A love of art and making things

· Strong work ethic both in and outside of class.

· Ability to listen and follow directions.
Expectations: 

Students will:

· learn a variety of techniques and processes, making use of both new as well as old technologies.

· be able to recognize and apply the elements and principles of 3-D art.

· understand the meaning behind a variety of 3-D artifacts and incorporate personal symbols and subject matter into their own art work.

· create 3-D art works which reflect evidence of research and knowledge of other cultures as well as other artists.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All Career Pathways

Arts & Communications


Course: Intermediate Ceramics
Course #:       

 ART225
Grade Level: 

 9-12 
Credit Hours: 
 5 
Length:

 1 quarter 

Format:

 Block
Prerequisite: 

 ART125
Considerations:  Students must pass Beginning Ceramics (ART125) before taking this class. Weekly homework assignments, midterm and final exams.
Course Description: Students will have a review of techniques learned in Beginning Ceramics.  Following the review, emphasis will be placed on creativity and craftsmanship for each assignment.  Students will also investigate glazing and firing techniques.  Special emphasis will be placed on wheel skill.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· A love of art and making things


· Strong work ethic both in and out of class

· Ability to follow directions

· Basic ceramic skills

Expectations: 
Students will:

· demonstrate growth skills in glazing and firing techniques.

· demonstrate improved ability on the potter’s wheel.

· demonstrate improved problem solving skills.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways

Arts & Communications

Course: Intermediate Drawing
Course #:

ART215

Grade Level:

10-12

Credits:

5

Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block

Prerequisites:

ART110, ART115

Considerations:  Students must pass Beginning Drawing (ART115) before taking this course.  Students will draw everyday developing ideas, revising compositions and creating projects.  Students will participate in oral class critiques.
Course Description:  Students will continue to build on the skills learned in Beginning Drawing (ART115).  Emphasis will be placed on composition and mood and each drawing.  Human figure studies and experimentation of a variety of media will be stressed throughout the quarter.  The works of other artists, past and present, will be studied.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Creative thinking

· Observational skills

· Productive work ethic

· Desire to draw

Expectations:
Students will:

· Apply media, techniques and processes with skill and confidence.

· Create figure drawings with accurate proportions.

· Focus on mood and expression in drawings.

· Develop rendering skills to help create the illusion of depth.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All Career Pathways

Arts & Communications

Course: Intermediate Painting 
Course #:       

ART235
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisites: 
ART1135
Considerations:  Students should take a beginning drawing course before taking this class.  Beginning Painting is a prerequisite for this class.
Course Description: This course is for students interested in learning the fundamentals of color theory and techniques using acrylic paint.  Students will study art history to enrich their understanding of how and why art is made.  Painting projects will be based on a variety of styles and concepts.  Students will learn how to evaluate others’ as well as their own art work.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Listening attentively and contributing to class discussions.

· Good work ethic, with school and homework 

· Basic knowledge of elements and principles

· Drawing skills
Expectations: 
Students will:

· learn about the materials, techniques and processes used in acrylic painting.

· create art work that specifically relates to a particular purpose such as imitationalism, emotionalism, formalism or conceptualism.

· differentiate between  specific works of art as belonging to particular cultures, times, and places.

· classify and critique art work of his/her own and others.

· will use graphic programs, digital cameras, and scanners to inspire and enhance their work.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All Career Pathways

Arts & Communications

Course: Advanced Drawing
Course #:       

ART315
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter (block)
Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

ART110, ART115 and ART
Considerations:  Beginning Drawing (ART115) is a required course before taking this class.  This course will require drawing on a daily basis and researching a variety of topics for inspiration for your artwork.
Course Description: This course is for students who desire to create in-depth drawings in a variety of media including ink, charcoal, pencil, chalk, and computer.  Students will be drawing realistically and applying their imagination to create unique and original works of art.  The works of other artists, past and present, will be studied.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Ability to follow directions

· Creative thinking

· Observational skills

· Desire to improve visual art problem solving
Expectations: 
Students will:

· show growth in their rendering skills.

· demonstrate ability to translate mental images into visual artwork.

· demonstrate correct procedures for specific end results
· differentiate between specific works of art as belonging to particular cultures, times, and places.
· demonstrate improved self-evaluation skills and problem solving skills.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways

Arts & Communication


Course: Advanced Painting 
Course #:       

ART335
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

ART235
Considerations:  Intermediate Painting (ART235) is a prerequisite for this class.
Course Description:  This course is for students interested in further developing the techniques they learned in Intermediate Painting.  They may continue to work in acrylics or they may work with oils.  Students will be encouraged to combine various two and three dimensional media in their work.  Painting projects will emphasize the elements and principles of art, technique, and will show an understanding of painting styles that they will study.  

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Desire to paint

· Drawing and painting skills

· Ability to listen attentively
· Productive work ethic
Expectations: 
Students will:

· correctly apply and combine a variety of techniques, processes, and media.

· evaluate artists’ impact on societies, culture, and technology.

· use and evaluate his/her own cultural and visual symbols.

· evaluate the successful merger of ideas and feelings with the use of media and formal concepts in his/her art work and the art work of others.

· correlate how different disciplines overlap when working in visual arts.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways

Arts & Communications

Course: Advanced Ceramics
Course #:       

ART325
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

ART225
Considerations: Students should have had Beginning and Intermediate Ceramics before taking this class.  Students will be required to spend time in the studio outside of regular class time.
Course Description: Advanced Ceramics is a course for those students who are serious about furthering their knowledge and skills.  Students will create a wheel-throwing portfolio showing their skills in making cylinders and bowls.  Students will also learn new techniques such as mold making to use for personal expression.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· love of art and making things


· patience

· ability to listen to and follow directions

· creative thinking

Expectations: 
Students will:

· learn how to solve problems with various class bodies and glazes.

· learn how to manage time and do contracted projects of own interest.

· demonstrate improved ability on the potter’s wheel.

· demonstrate improved problem solving skills.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All Career Pathways

Arts & Communications


Course: Illustrator (Digital Drawing)
Course #:       

ART410
Grade Level: 

11-12 or  permission
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 
Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

Art 110
Considerations: Students must have successfully completed Art Fundamentals (ART110) to take this class.  It is also highly recommended that students take Beginning Drawing (ART115) prior to taking this class.  This is a college level class for students considering a career in Graphic Communications.  Students can earn community college credit with the successful completion of this course.  Related classes include: Photoshop (IND330) and Page Layout (IND34).
Course Description: This course teaches Graphic Design using Adobe Illustrator.  Adobe Illustrator is widely used by professionals in the graphic arts industry.  Students will learn this program and will create original artwork using this program.  
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Technical reading skills
· Basic computer skills/knowledge.

· Creativity and imagination.

· Desire to improve visual art problem-solving skills.
· Knowledge of the elements and principles of art.
Expectations: 
· Students will learn:

· o apply the design principles to their art work.

· To differentiate between vector and raster based programs.
· Basic knowledge of Adobe Illustrator tools and functions.
· Different file formats for saving work.
· How to use paths, points, point handles, and bezier curves.

· How to use layers to organize drawings.

· To set type and use stroke and fill features to enhance it.

· To create simple line drawings to illustrations of medium difficulty.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All Career Pathways, Arts & Communications

Course: Advanced Art
Course #:       

ART450
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 
Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

Students must complete an application for admission into this class.

Considerations: Admission requires successful completion of at least three art courses and instructor approval.  Designed for those students who may be considering a career in visual art.
Course Description: This class will emphasize preparing a portfolio for scholarship, college admission, and learning about art-related careers.  Students will learn attitudes that promote independent idea development and problem solving.  They will explore  selected ideas and media in depth in their development as beginning artists.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Understanding of art principles and art elements

· Experience with a variety of art media

· Desire to learn about art careers

· Strong work ethic
Expectations: 
Students will:

· independently generate, elaborate, and refine ideas for artwork.

· select and adapt media and techniques suited to a personal style to create their own portfolio.

· will evaluate the successful merger of ideas and feelings with the use of media and formal concepts in his/her artwork and the artwork of others.

· through research and listening will be exposed to a large variety of art-related careers.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All Career Pathways


Course: Advanced Placement Art History
Course #:

ART500
Grade Level:

10-12

Credits:

15
Length:

3 quarters

Format:

Block

Prerequisite:

none

Fee: None, except for optional AP Exam and optional purchase of text.
Considerations:
Instructor approval for Grade 10.

Course Description:
This course will engage students at the same level as an introductory college art history survey.  Students will develop an understanding and knowledge of diverse historical and cultural contexts of architecture, sculpture, painting, and other media.  The students will examine and critically analyze major forms of artistic expression from the past and the present from a variety of cultures.  While visual analysis is a fundamental tool of the art historian, art history emphasizes understanding how and why works of art function in context, considering such issues as patronage, gender, and the functions and effects of works of art.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
· High degree of commitment to academic work

· Strong writing skills

· Good reading comprehension skills
Expectations:

· Develop critical thinking skills

· Increase cultural literacy

· Develop visual perception

· Study media, technique and process

· Understand the visual arts and the history of architecture within a larger context

Prepare for the College Board AP exam in Art History
Course: Business for Teens
Course #:       

BUS110
Grade Level: 

9-10 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

none
Fee: 


none
Considerations: Course meets daily for 85 minutes for 1 quarter.
Course Description: 
This course will expose students to areas of business which they will come in contact with as teenagers.  The curriculum will cover beginning money management, owning a first car, applying for a first job, being a responsible consumer, beginning entrepreneurship, etc.  Information will be presented through projects, activities, guest speakers, and field trips.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Desire to understand business activities that affect your life.
· Learning from projects and activities.
Expectations: 

Students will:

· develop a personal savings plan.

· complete applications and interview for a first job.

· figure costs of owning a first car.

· develop a format for budgeting money.

· list some types of business they might be interested in owning.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Business/Information Management/Marketing

Course: Computer Business Application
Course #:
BUS115

Grade Level:
9-12

Credits:
5 

Length:
1 quarter 

Format:
Block

Prerequisite:
Recommended keyboarding speed 25 net words per minute.
Considerations:  

**Articulation Agreement – Students can get college credit of 3 semester hours for completing this course with an A or B grade.  The student’s grade will NOT be included in their college GPA, only the credit, typically elective, hours.  

Course Description:

This course is designed to provide hands-on experience with applications software for the personal computer in Windows.  Students will explore Microsoft Office XP by completing individual projects in each of the following programs:  Word, Excel, Access, PowerPoint and Integration.

Expectations/Course Competencies:

· Use an operating system for disk and file maintenance.

· Use word processing software to create and edit documents.

· Use spreadsheet software to build and enhance a slide presentation.

· Use database software to create, query, and maintain databases.

· Use presentation software to build and enhance a slide presentation.

· Integrate all applications.
Skills Needed to be Successful
· Attend class sessions

· Utilize in-class production time to complete all assignments and projects

· Participate in class discussions

· Basic computer knowledge
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content
Business/Information Systems and Marketing;  Management;Arts, Media Communication

Course: Advanced Computer Business Application
Course #:
BUS215
Grade Level:
9-12

Credits:
5 

Length:
1 quarter 

Format:
Block

Prerequisite:
Computer Business Application (BUS115)
Considerations: 

**Career Edge Academy – Students will earn both high school and community college credit for taking this course.
Course Description:
This course extends students’ basic knowledge of Microsoft Office software applications including Word, Access, Excel and PowerPoint.  

Skills needed for success:

· Productive work ethic

· Logical and analytical thinking

· Information processing

· Communication

· Decision-making

· Proofreading

Expectations/Course Competencies:

· Use word processing software to create and edit documents.

· Use spreadsheet software to build worksheets with formulas.

· Use database software to create, query, and maintain databases.

· Use presentation software to build and enhance a slide presentation.

· Integrate all applications.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
Business/Information Management/Marketing

Arts/Communication


Course: Web Design Principles
Course #:
BUS315

Grade Level:
9-12

Credits:
5 

Length:
1 quarter 

Format:
Block

Prerequisite:
Computer Business Applications (BUS115)

Considerations: 
**Career Edge Academy: Students will earn both high school and community college credit for taking this course.
Course Description:
This course provides an introduction to Macromedia Dreamweaver 8.  Topics include creating a Dreamweaver Web page and local site, adding Web pages, links and images, tables and pages layout, page layout with frames, forms, templates and style sheets, and layers, image maps, and navigation bars.  In addition, coverage of page layout and frames, animations and behaviors and media objects is also included in this course.

Skills needed for success:
· Productive work ethic
· Logical and analytical thinking
· Information processing skills

· Communication skills

Expectations/Course Competencies:
Students will:

· Understand the structure, organization and tools used to explore the World Wide Web.

· Understand the importance of planning, constructing and maintain a Web site.

· Define a local site and add text and background to web page.

· Add pages, images and links to web site.

· Create tables.

· Create interactive forms.

· Understand and use templates and style sheets.
· Understand and use layers, image maps and animation.

· Create Web photo album.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content
Business/Information Management/Marketing

Arts/Communication

Course: Accounting
Course #:       

BUS330
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 quarters 
Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

none
Considerations: 
none
Course Description:   
Students will learn the fundamentals of double-entry accounting for personal and small business use.  They will also learn about payroll, income tax, and banking activities.  Accounting knowledge is useful for understanding any business, for obtaining beginning employment, and as a foundation on which to continue studying business and accounting at the post-secondary level.  Computers and various business forms will be used to help students develop a beginning understanding of the business world.  
Skills Needed to be Successful:  

· Problem solving

· Enjoying working with numbers

· Enjoying detailed work

· Enjoying working on a computer
Expectations:   
Students will:

· analyze and record business transactions in appropriate journals and ledgers.

· interpret financial reports.

· learn to file a tax return for oneself.

· use payroll procedures to understand the paycheck.

· solve accounting problems using computer spreadsheets, accounting software, and a complete set of accounting books.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Business/Information Management/Marketing


Course: Sales and Marketing
Course #:       

BUS355
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 
Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

none
Considerations:  Students may be able to earn community college credit with successful completion of this course.  See a counselor about the articulation process.
Course Description:   
Formerly two separate classes, Sales and Marketing are now being combined to give a more realistic view of how the topics go hand in hand.  The focus of the class will be on all topics covered in Marketing (Marketing Information Management, Selling , Promotion, Pricing, Distribution, Financing, and Product/Service Management), but with a heavy focus on Selling and the skills associated with it.
Skills Needed to be Successful:  

· Creativity & Logical Thinking

· Willingness to work in/as a team

· Effective communication

Expectations:   
Students will:
· understand the American free enterprise system.

· understand and apply the Four P’s of Marketing:  1) Product, 2) Place, 3) Price and 4) Promotion.

· Apply sales techniques to the selling of a product or service

· Use knowledge of sales techniques to be a better consumer

· Understanding that good customer service is vital to individual and business success

· Use appropriate sales techniques to “sell themselves” in other real-life situations such as interviewing and applying for jobs and scholarships

· Identify careers in the areas of sales and marketing

· Understand how to be a leader, follower, and a ‘team-player’
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Business/Information Management/Marketing

Arts & Communications
Course:  Entrepreneurship
Course #:       

BUS460
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

none
Considerations: It is recommended that students taking this course have taken Accounting, Sales, Marketing, Business Law, Business for Teens, or a combination of these.
Course Description:   
In association with Junior Achievement, this class is designed to take the students through the steps of starting and running their own business.  Students will sell stock to raise money for the business, decide on the leadership of the business, do market research, develop a business plan, sell a product, and pay dividends.  Students should expect to collaborate with other students on a regular basis.
Skills Needed to be Successful:  

· Logical and creative thinking

· Desire to work

· Willingness to work in/as a team

· Good communication
· Willingness to take chances
Expectations:   

Students will:

· Understand how to start a business and run a business

· Sell stock to earn start-up capital

· Complete market research

· Develop a business plan

· Run efficient business meetings

· Order materials for production

· Produce a product

· Sell, Sell, Sell

· Prepare an annual report

· Liquidate Assets

· Understand how to be a leader, follower, and a ‘team player’

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Business/Information Management/Marketing

Arts & Communications

Course: PowerPoint Multimedia
Content: (Presentation)
Course #:
BUS405

Grade Level:
9-12

Credits:
5 

Length:
1 quarter

Format:
Block 

Prerequisite:
None

Considerations: **Career Edge Academy Course.  Students will earn both high school and community college credit for taking this course.
Course Description:
Students will move through the basics of PowerPoint and then add advanced features; specifically text, graphics, video, sound, and animation.  Students will learn and use basic design strategy for presentations.  Students will use clip art, download graphics from the Internet, edit graphics, and use a digital camera, and photo editing software.  Students will learn to capture and edit sound.  Students will apply animations to enhance presentations.  Students will use the newly learned skills to create movies using Windows Movie Maker software.  Students will use Audacity software for editing sound elements.  Students will use a variety of web-based software to create new media.

Skills needed for success:

· productive work ethic

· logical and analytical thinking

· information processing skills

· communication skills

Expectations:
· demonstrate the use of online software.
· demonstrate the use of presentation  software.

· demonstrate critical thinking.
· demonstrate proofreading skills.
· demonstrate correct grammar skills.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
· Business/Information Management/Marketing

· Arts/Communication

Course: Business/Consumer Law
Course #:       

BUS410
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

none
Considerations: none
Course Description:    

Business/Consumer Law will develop a general understanding of legal concepts for personal and business use.  Law depends on respect for concepts for personal and business use.  Law depends on respect for rights of others and the understanding that a society depends on adherence to good moral codes of all citizens.  This will be achieved through field trips and/or guest speakers, mock trial participation, and analyzing real cases.
Skills Needed to be Successful:  

· Logical and analytical thinking

· Communicating effectively

· Having a sincere interest in legal issues

Expectations:   
Students will:
· Increase understanding of the legal system in the United States.
· be exposed to various jobs available in the law field.

· understand and prepare various legal contracts.

· analyze court cases that apply to laws studied.

· increase law vocabulary.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Business/Information Management/Marketing


Course: Advanced Accounting
Course #:       

BUS430
Grade Level: 

12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 quarters

Format:

Block 
Prerequisite: 

BUS330
Considerations:  Students may be able to earn community college credit with successful completion of this course.  See counselor about the articulation process.

Course Description:   
Students will expand double-entry accounting learned during the first year.  Introduction to departmental, chain store, partnership, corporation, and cost accounting will be part of this course.  Advanced Accounting continues to provide students with knowledge and skills useful in understanding all businesses, for obtaining employment, and for continuing the study of business and accounting at the post-secondary level.  Computers will be used for this course.

Skills Needed to be Successful:  

· Problem solving

· Enjoying working with numbers

· Enjoying detailed work

· Enjoying working on a computer

Expectations:   
Students will:

· continue development of double-entry accounting processes begun in Accounting.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Business/Information Management/Marketing

Course: MOC Internship
Course #:       

 BUS440
Grade Level: 

 12 
Credits: 
 
 20
Length:

 4 Quarters (block)
Prerequisite: 

 See considerations
Considerations: Must also enroll in MOC Related;  Admitted when hired by a MOC teacher-approved employer;  Receive pay in addition to credit;  Must commit to one year, must complete MOC application.
Course Description: 
MOC is a cooperative training program with area business and industry.  Student interns work a minimum of 15 hours per week, learning specific career related skills and attitudes.  The type of internship is based on the student’s career interest and skills.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Excellent attendance

· Self-motivation

· Listening and communicating orally

· Time management and organization

Expectations: 
Students will:

· apply previous learning in a workplace setting.

· learn career-specific skills.

· develop personal qualities valued by business and industry.

· earn school credit and receive pay.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All career pathways


Course: MOC Related
Course #:       

 BUS450
Grade Level: 

 12 
Credits: 
 
 10
Length:

 2 semesters

Format:

 40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

 See considerations
Considerations: Must also enroll in MOC Internship;  must commit to one year, must complete MOC application.
Course Description: 
Students will learn job seeking and keeping skills (teamwork, problem solving, job application, career exploration, workplace diversity, time management, listening and oral communication).
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Excellent attendance

· Self-motivation

· Listening and oral communication

· Teamwork and cooperation

· Time management and organization
Expectations: 
· Students will:

· learn teamwork and self-management skills.

· complete personal income taxes.

· match interests, abilities, and skills to careers.

· develop job seeking skills.

· examine their own cultures in relation to workplace diversity.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All  career pathways

Course: Academic Literacy I
Course #:       

 ENG105
Grade Level: 

 9 
Credits: 
 
 5 
Length:

 1 quarter 

Format:

 Block
Prerequisite: 

 Approval
Considerations: Students are placed in this course per recommendation of the 8th grade language arts teachers, ITED scores, and other indicators.  This course is designed for students reading significantly below grade level.
Course Description: 
Academic Literacy develops reading rate and comprehension skills of material presented in all content areas.  Each unit will include the reading process, independent reading, and vocabulary.  Specific units will focus on reading textbooks, fiction, non-fiction, internet, graphics, and tests.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Desire to improve reading ability.

· Reading for a variety of purposes.

· Expressing ideas in a variety of forms.

· Working with others.

· Willing to learn.

· Listening.
Expectations: 

Students will:

· learn and apply various strategies to improve reading ability.

· read and comprehend a variety of materials: newspapers, magazines, books.

· develop the ability to monitor reading.

· develop the ability to write and talk about reading.

· develop strategies to become better critical thinkers.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All Career Pathways


Course: English 9
Course #:       

 ENG110
Grade Level: 

 9 
Credits: 
 
 10 
Length:

 2 quarters 

Format:

 Block
Prerequisite: 

 None
Considerations: Required for graduation.
Course Description: 
English 9 develops communication skills in reading, speaking, listening, thinking, and writing.  It includes units in the short story, the novel, poetry, drama, and research.  The student will practice various forms of writing and will work toward improving grammar, mechanics, and vocabulary. 
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Reading for a variety of purposes

· Expressing ideas in written, visual, and oral form

· Working with others

· Willing to learn

· Listening

Expectations: 

Students will:

· read and comprehend a variety of materials:  newspapers, magazines, books.

· locate and use a variety of primary and secondary sources.

· write and revise papers.

· contribute to class discussions and group efforts.

· develop strategies to become better critical thinkers.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All Career Pathways

Course: English I
Course #:       

 ENG130
Grade Level: 

 9 
Credits: 
 
 10 
Length:

 2 quarters 

Format:

 Block
Prerequisite: 

 None
Considerations: Required for graduation.  English I is designed for the student who is highly motivated in reading and writing. Because students who earn a cumulative A- or higher have the choice to move directly to English III, expectations are high regarding student motivation and achievement, reflected in the curriculum.
Course Description: 
English I is an accelerated English class which emphasizes analytical reading and writing.  Students will write numerous literary analysis papers over class reading selections.  They will also write a full-length research paper and several in-class essays.  Students will read several novels, non-fiction, drama and short stories.  They will also be expected to read a novel of their choice on a daily basis.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· initiative to succeed in accelerated curriculum.

· ability to think critically, analytically, and independently.

· ability to read and understand complex works of literature.
· motivation to complete work on time and in a thorough manner
· ability to manage time well.

· ability to work cooperatively with peers.
Expectations: 

Students will:

· read and comprehend a variety of complex literature.  

· locate and critically use several sources.
· write for a variety of purposes and audiences.
· collaborative in small and large groups.
· speak in formal and informal situations.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All Career Pathways

Course: Academic Literacy II
Course #:       

ENG205
Grade Level: 

10 
Credits: 
 
5
Length:

1 quarter
Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

ENG110 
Considerations: Students are placed in this course per recommendation of 9th grade English teachers, ITED scores, and other indicators.  This course is designed for students reading significantly below grade level and who are designated as “non-proficient” readers per ITED.
Course Description:   

Academic Literacy II continues to develop reading rate and comprehension of material presented in all content areas.  This course reinforces strategies learned in Academic Literacy I and provides additional instruction and practice.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Desire to improve reading skills
· Reading for a variety of purposes
· Expressing ideas in a variety of forms
· Working with others
· Willing to listen and learn
Expectations: 
Students will:

· learn and apply various strategies to improve reading skills.

· read and comprehend a variety of materials including: newspapers, magazines, and books.

· develop the ability to monitor reading.

· develop the ability to write and talk about reading.

· contribute to class discussions and group projects.

· Develop strategies to improve critical thinking.
Course: English II
Course #:       

ENG210
Grade Level: 

10 
Credits: 
 
10
Length:

2 quarters

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

ENG110, ENG 130 
Considerations: Fulfills the 10th grade English requirement for graduation.
Course Description:   

This course continues to develop and refine student skills in the areas of reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  In English II we continue to work on student responsibility, respect for each other, intellectual curiosity, and tolerance for varying viewpoints.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Getting things done well and on time

· Thinking creatively; asking good questions

· Thinking logically and analytically

· Inferring; reading between the lines

· Expressing clearly what one means, in writing and in speech

· Remaining intellectually curious, engaged with the literature and the discussion
Expectations: 
Students will:

· write about and talk about literature.
· initiate discussion through shared inquiry, asking the questions which interest them.
· work cooperatively in small and large groups.
· practice speaking skills in formal and informal situations.
· discover the possibility of multiple interpretations and viewpoints and learn to look less for “the” answer.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All six Career Pathways


Course: Journalism I
Course #:       

ENG220
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

ENG210 or approval
Considerations: Fulfills the writing requirement for graduation.
Course Description: 
Journalism I is an introductory, overview class which teaches basic journalism skills while examining the role of newspapers in our society.  Areas explored include newspaper interviewing, writing, and editing.  Students are also introduced to the concepts of Press Law.  This course DOES NOT meet the composition requirement for admission to UNI.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Managing time and meeting deadlines

· Effectively using verbal communication skill to conduct an interview

· Organizing information in a logical manner

· Applying current events in the news to what is learned in class
Expectations: 
Students will:

· understand the purpose and role the newspaper plays in society.

· know and be able to identify the various components of a successful newspaper.

· know the First Amendment right and responsibilities and other elements of Press Law

· learn how to edit their own material for publication.

· become knowledgeable and practiced in the various journalistic writing styles (news, features, opinion, sports, personality profiles.

Course: Speech
Course #:       

ENG310
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
5
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

ENG 210  or passed ENG110 with a 90% or higher 
Considerations: Speech or Acting (ENG370) are required for graduation.
Course Description: 
Speech is designed to make students more effective communicators by emphasizing a variety of real-life speaking situations and building self-confidence in all of these settings.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Listening for enjoyment, understanding, and analysis

· Clearly stating and/or writing opinions, ideas, and interpretations

· Researching and Organizing material into a speech format

· Presenting information using eye contact, vocal variety, and gestures

· Evaluating other students’ speeches as well as the student’s own presentations

· Representing  data using visual/audio assists

· Speaking fluently

Expectations: 
Students will:

· be willing to read, write, and express opinions and ideas verbally, visually, and in writing.

· develop teamwork skills.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All six Career Pathways


Course: Academic Literacy III

Course #:       

ENG305
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: Students are placed in this course per recommendations of 10th grade English teachers, ITED scores, and other indicators.  This course is designed for students reading below grade level and who are designed as “non-proficient” readers per ITED.
Course Description: 
Academic Literacy III continues to develop reading rate and comprehension of material presented in all content areas.  This course reinforces strategies learned in Academic Literacy I & II and provides additional instruction and practice.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Desire to improve reading skills
· Reading for a variety of purposes
· Expressing ideas in a variety of forms
· Working with others
· Willing to listen and learn
Expectations: 
Students will:

· Learn and apply various strategies to improve reading skills.

· Read and comprehend a variety of materials.

· Develop the ability to monitor reading.

· Develop the ability to write and talk about reading.

· Contribute to class discussion and group projects.

· Develop strategies to improve critical thinking skills.

Course: English III
Course #:       

ENG315
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 

10
Length:

2 quarters
Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

ENG210 or having 


passed English I with 


a 90% or higher.
Considerations: This course is required and fulfills the literature and writing requirement for graduation.

Course Description: Students will analyze and interpret a variety of literature (essay, short story, novel, poetry, and drama) written by Americans.  This material will include selections from our earliest writers to our foremost contemporaries.  This class will also introduce various writing styles (expository, narrative, comparison/contrast, persuasive, poetry, tone, descriptive, point of view, and journal writing).  This is a process oriented class where students will revise and edit their own work.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Reading challenging literature

· Interpreting the written word

· Writing expressively

· Formulating opinions and supporting those opinions through the study of the text

· Critically examining the writing of self and others for content, structure, and purpose.

· Edit and revise writing
Expectations: 
Students will:
· Clearly state orally and/or write opinions, ideas, and interpretations.

· Analyze, interpret, compare and contrast literary materials.

· Apply writing to a variety of situations and genres.

· Employ the writing process to find success in writing.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All Career Pathways


Course: British Literature
Course #:       

ENG340
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

ENG210 approval
Considerations: Fulfills the literature requirement for graduation
Course Description: 
British Literature is designed to broaden a student’s reading and writing experiences.  Students will read approximately five novels, excerpts from classic British works, historical overviews of the literary periods, and articles related to Britain.  Some of the papers are:  reaction papers about literature, a “Great Books” essay, and a research report.  Students will do individual and group presentations.  Among these are:  serve on a discussion group for a novel, present their research project, and design and discuss their coat-of-arms.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Communicate effectively

· Understanding cultural diversity

· Having a historical perspective

· Thinking analytically

· Tolerating ambiguity

Expectations: 
Students will:

· see interrelationships among literature, history, and philosophy.

· understand literature on the literal, interpretive, and applied levels.

· know and apply the criteria of great literature to what they read.

· understand the influence of Britain on the world.

· appreciate the richness of the English language and its origins.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
Arts and Communications

All Career Pathways

Course: Classics
Course #:       

ENG350
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

ENG210 or approval
Considerations: Fulfills the literature requirement for graduation.
Course Description: Students in this course will analyze selected works of literature that speak compassionately of the human experience, that relate human values, and that represent some of the best of the literary traditions in order to gain new awareness of themselves and others.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Communicate effectively

· Understanding cultural diversity

· Having a historical perspective

· Thinking analytically

· Tolerating ambiguity

Expectations: 
Students will:

· be introduced to key works of literature that represent some of the best of the artistic literary tradition.

· read and analyze literary selections and central issues that make the works “classic”.

· discover that all understanding of life is comparative.

· develop skills in thinking, reading writing, listening, and speaking.

· compare situations depicted in literature to those in students’ own lives and experiences.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All career pathways.


Course: Contemporary Literature
Course #:       

ENG360
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

ENG210 or approval
Considerations: Fulfills the literature requirement for graduation.
Course Description: Students will read various contemporary novels and react in written and oral formats.  Students will learn the complexities of literature by using dramatic structure diagrams to follow the course of the plot.  Students will use journals to find key quotes that advance the plot and find fact from fictional literature.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Appreciation for reading.

· Working independently

Expectations: 
Students will:

· express appreciation for contemporary literature.

· understand complexities of the author’s craft.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All career pathways.

Course: Acting
Course #:       

ENG370
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

ENG210 or passed ENG110 with a 90% or higher.
Considerations: ENG370 or ENG310 are required for graduation.
Course Description: Acting is designed to make students more effective communicators by emphasizing a variety of speaking situations and building self-confidence in all these settings.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Presenting information using vocal variety, movement and gestures

· Clearly stating and/or writing ideas, opinions and interpretations

· Researching, analyzing and organizing material to be presented

· Evaluating other students’ speeches as well as the student’s own presentations

· Listening for analysis, understanding and enjoyment

· Speaking fluently

Expectations: 
Students will:

· understand acting as a creative process.

· pursue acting as an art form.

· demonstrate self-discipline.

· demonstrate concentration.

· understand the need for trust.

· participate actively in various class activities.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All career pathways.


Course: Creative Writing
Course #:       

ENG410
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

ENG110
Considerations: 
Course Description: This course is designed for students who genuinely like to write in a variety of forms.  Students will take writing from the initial idea through the developmental and polishing stages.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Generating ideas for writing

· Being enthusiastic about writing

· Willing to share and respond to others’ writings

· Demonstrating creativity

Expectations: 
Students will:

· be experienced in a variety of types of writing.

· develop editorial skills.

· write.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All career pathways.

Course: College Writing
Course #:       

ENG420
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

ENG315 
Considerations: A prerequisite for AP English Literature.  Keyboarding is essential.
Course Description: 
This course is designed for the college-bound student.  Students will average one paaper per week to include: Personal/Expressive Essay, Definition, Division/Classification, Comparison/Contrast, Persuasive, Summary, Rhetoric Comparison and Research.  In addition, students will write numerous impromptu essays which require them to support an assertion they develop based on articles related to contemporary issues.  The goal of the course is to adequately and fully prepare students for the kind of writing they will be expected to complete in college, while understanding the importance of purpose and audience.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Thinking creatively and logically

· Interacting with others

· Keyboarding and using a word processor

· Planning ahead to meet deadlines

· Editing and proofreading

· Ability to work independent
Expectations: 
Students will:

· write clearly, correctly, and concisely on a variety of topics.

· adapt writing for an audience and a purpose.

· assemble a writing portfolio.

· proofread to eliminate errors.

· use specific formatting for academic papers.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Arts & Communications


Course: College Grammar
Course #:       

ENG430
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 
Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

ENG210 or approval
Considerations: None
Course Description: 
College Grammar develops skills in analyzing sentences and applying rules of standard written English.  Included are units on vocabulary development, grammatical punctuation, and editing written products.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Listening and comprehending oral discussions.

· Thinking analytically

· Writing clearly

· Working with others

· Willingness to learn
Expectations: 
Students will:

learn terminology and use this terminology to analyze sentences.

learn the rules of standard written English and construct sentences that illustrate these rules.

recognize definitions of a prescribed list of vocabulary words and use these words in sentences.

edit written expression according to the standard rules of written English.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Arts & Communications

Business/Information Management/Marketing

Course: Selected Authors
Course #:       

ENG380
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

ENG210 or approval
Considerations: None

Course Description:  Students will read, discuss, and analyze a variety of texts surrounding a selected author.  Students will relate historical events and their impact on the literature.  Students will relate the author’s life, world/regional events of the time, and social conditions to the works of the author.  Students will investigate the author’s personal influences.  Students will respond to common elements/themes in the author’s major body of work.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Appreciation for reading and critical thinking for the deconstruction of texts

· Effective/organized oral and written communication

· Participation as a group member

· Acquisition and evaluation of information

· Listening and responding to written and verbal communication

· Thinking analytically

· Demonstration of higher order thinking within broader cultural, literary, and historical context

Expectations: 
Students will:

Apply effective strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate a variety of texts surrounding a selected author.

Adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences.

Apply the principles of standard English and their knowledge of the structure of the English language to communicate effectively.

Employ a wide range of strategies, including elements of the writing process, to communicate effectively with different audiences for different purposes.

Career Pathways:  All career pathways


Course: Advanced Placement English
Course #:       
    
ENG510
Grade Level: 
    
12 
Credits:     

15
Length:
     
3 quarters
Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 
 ENG315 and ENG420
Considerations: This course is a three-quarter class beginning the second quarter of the year.  AP grades are weighted on a 5.0 gpa scale.

Course Description: 
Advanced Placement English is for highly motivated students capable of college level work.  Students will further develop critical thinking skills through the study of complex literature and writing numerous literary analyses.  Students will be expected to have read one text prior to the beginning of the course, and should check with their instructor for further information.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· academic motivation
· ability to think analytically

· ability to write extended literary analyses
· ability to carry on literature-based discussions and work independently
Expectations: 
Students will:

· write analytical responses to literature.

· discuss and interpret literature.

· use higher level thinking skills:  synthesis and evaluation.

· be prepared to take the AP test administered in May.

· students will be expected to read one assigned text prior to the start of the course.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Arts & Communications

Business/Information Management/Marketing

Engineering/Industrial/Technological Sciences
Course: College Reading
Course #:       

ENG450
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

ENG210 or passed ENG130 with a 90% or higher
Considerations: None
Course Description:  College reading is designed for students who wish to improve their reading rate and comprehension skills in order to be successful in their studies beyond high school. 
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Desire to improve reading ability

· Reading for a variety of purposes

· Communicating effectively

· Reading and thinking critically

Expectations: 
Students will:

· Learn and apply various strategies to improve reading rate and comprehension.

· Read and comprehend a variety of college-level materials.

· Develop a wide vocabulary.

· Develop strategies to become better critical thinkers.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All career pathways


Course: English Language Learners I 

Course #:

ENG140

Grade Level:

9-12

Credits:

10

Length:

2 Semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily

Prerequisite:

Approval

Considerations: Students are placed in the course based on the Home Language Survey and their scores on the IPT English language tests.

Considerations:
ELL I is designed to develop students’ speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills in the English language and develop the skills that students need to be successful at Linn-Mar High School and beyond.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Desire to improve English skills

· Active participation

· Ability to work cooperatively with peers

· Ability to manage time meeting deadlines

· Regular attendance

· Willingness to dedicate time outside of class

Expectations:
Students will:

· Practice the fours areas of language (speaking, listening, reading and writing) in class every day

· Complete daily homework assignments related to classroom work

· Read from a variety of sources

· Practice speaking in formal and informal situations

· Write for a variety of purposes

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways

Course: English Language Learners II - Reading 

Course #:

ENG245R

Grade Level:

9-12

Credits:

10

Length:

2 Semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily

Prerequisite:

Approval

Considerations: Students are placed in the course based on the Home Language Survey and their scores on the IPT English language tests.

Course Description:
ELL II is designed to continue to develop students’ speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills in the English language and develop the skills that students need to be successful at Linn-Mar High School and beyond.  This course focuses on academic reading.  The course will focus on reading, analyzing and interpreting different genres which build academic vocabulary and grammar skills.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Desire to improve English skills

· Active participation

· Ability to work cooperatively with peers

· Ability to manage time meeting deadlines

· Regular attendance

· Willingness to dedicate time outside of class

Expectations:
Students will:

· Practice the fours areas of language (speaking, listening, reading and writing) in class every day

· Complete daily homework assignments related to classroom work

· Read from a variety of sources

· Practice speaking in formal and informal situations

· Refine composition skills

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways


Course: English Language Learners II - Composition 

Course #:

ENG245C

Grade Level:

9-12

Credits:

10

Length:

2 Semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily

Prerequisite:

Approval

Considerations: Students are placed in the course based on the Home Language Survey and their scores on the IPT English language tests.

Course Description:
ELL II is designed to develop students’ composition skills in the English language and develop the skills that students need to be successful at Linn-Mar High School and beyond.  This course will focus on reading, analyzing and interpreting different genres which building academic vocabulary and grammar skills.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Desire to improve English skills

· Active participation

· Ability to work cooperatively with peers

· Ability to manage time meeting deadlines

· Regular attendance

· Willingness to dedicate time outside of class

Expectations:
Students will:

· Practice the fours areas of language (speaking, listening, reading and writing) in class every day

· Complete daily homework assignments related to classroom work

· Read from a variety of sources

· Practice speaking in formal and informal situations

· Refine composition skills

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways

Course: English Language Learners III - Reading 
Course #:

ENG255R

Grade Level:

9-12

Credits:

10

Length:

2 Semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily

Prerequisite:

Approval

Considerations: Students are placed in the course based on the Home Language Survey and their scores on the IPT English language tests.

Course Description:
ELL III is designed to continue to develop students’ speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills in the English language and develop the skills that students need to be successful at Linn-Mar High School and beyond.  This course focuses on academic reading.  The course will focus on reading, analyzing and interpreting different genres which build academic vocabulary and grammar skills as well as texts that relate to American history and American culture in order to increase students’ background knowledge on these subjects while honing their reading skills.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Desire to improve English skills

· Active participation

· Ability to work cooperatively with peers

· Ability to manage time meeting deadlines

· Regular attendance

· Willingness to dedicate time outside of class

Expectations:
Students will:

· Practice the fours areas of language (speaking, listening, reading and writing) in class every day

· Complete daily homework assignments related to classroom work

· Read from a variety of sources

· Practice speaking in formal and informal situations

· Refine composition skills

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways


Course: English Language Learners III - Composition 

Course #:

ENG255C

Grade Level:

9-12

Credits:

10

Length:

2 Semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily

Prerequisite:

Approval

Considerations: Students are placed in the course based on the Home Language Survey and their scores on the IPT English language tests, ITED, and school performance.

Course Description:
ELL III is designed to develop students’ composition skills in the English language and develop the skills that students need to be successful at Linn-Mar High School and beyond.  This course focuses on the writing process, a variety of essay styles and writing research papers.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Desire to improve English skills

· Active participation

· Ability to work cooperatively with peers

· Ability to manage time meeting deadlines

· Regular attendance

· Willingness to dedicate time outside of class

Expectations:
Students will:

· Practice the fours areas of language (speaking, listening, reading and writing) in class every day

· Complete daily homework assignments related to classroom work

· Read from a variety of sources

· Practice speaking in formal and informal situations

· Refine composition skills

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways

Course: English Language Learners III – College Prep 
Course #:

ELL001CP

Grade Level:

9-12

Credits:

10

Length:

2 Semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily

Prerequisite:

Approval

Considerations: Students are placed in the course based on the Home Language Survey and their scores on the IPT English language tests, ITED and school performance.

Course Description:
ELL III is designed to develop students’ composition skills in the English language and develop the skills that students need to be successful at Linn-Mar High School and beyond.  This course will focus on preparing for the ACT and SAT exam through extensive grammar, reading and composition practice.  In this class we will also focus on the college admissions process, as well as financial aid concerns for first generation/resident status students as well as scholarship opportunities.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Desire to improve English skills

· Active participation

· Ability to work cooperatively with peers

· Ability to manage time meeting deadlines

· Regular attendance

· Willingness to dedicate time outside of class

Expectations:
Students will:

· Practice the fours areas of language (speaking, listening, reading and writing) in class every day

· Complete daily homework assignments related to classroom work

· Read from a variety of sources

· Practice speaking in formal and informal situations

· Refine composition skills

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways


Course: English Language Learners – Directed Studies 
Course #:

ELL001DS

Grade Level:

9-12

Credits:

10

Length:

2 Semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily

Prerequisite:

Approval

Considerations: Students are placed in the course based on the Home Language Survey and their scores on the IPT English language tests, ITED, and student performance.

Course Description:
ELL directed studies is designed to assist students with their other academic classes.  Supports provided include help with understanding the expectations and assignments for classes, one-on-one tutoring, and administration of assessments when necessary.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Desire to improve English skills

· Active participation

· Ability to work cooperatively with peers

· Ability to manage time meeting deadlines

· Regular attendance

· Willingness to dedicate time outside of class

Expectations:
Students will:

· bring necessary materials to class

· be working the entire period

· not disrupt other students

· be open and flexible when working with the teachers and volunteers

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways

Course: Teen Living
Course #:       

 FAM110
Grade Level: 

 9 
Credits:
 
 10 
Length:

 2 quarters 

Format:

 Block
Prerequisite: 

 none
Considerations: Competencies taught can help students gain three hours of articulation credit at Kirkwood Community College.  See a counselor for more information.
Course Description: 

First quarter is an introductory foods course that develops skills and techniques related to the selection, storage and preparation of basic foods.  During second quarter, students will explore basics in child development, interior design and sewing.
Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Effective communication

· Productive work ethic

· Cooperation in group work
Expectations (Foods quarter):  

Students will:

· Examine food-related occupations.

· Understand cooking terms and their application.

· Properly operate, clean, sanitize, and store all kitchen equipment used

· Use the kitchen and equipment with the utmost care and respect

· Practice proper safety and sanitation procedures

· Demonstrate proper weighing and measuring techniques

· Use the kitchen and equipment with the utmost care and respect

· Observe proper safety procedures when operating equipment and participating in lab

Expectations (Family & Home quarter):   
Students will:

· Complete an interior design project

· Apply principles and elements in decorating

· Plan activities suitable for a toddler

· Use machine and hand-sewing techniques in a safe and productive manner

· Complete machine sewing projects

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
Culinary & Hospitality

Family and Human Services

Business/Information Management/Marketing

Health Sciences


Course: Culinary Basics
Course #:       

 FAM210
Grade Level: 

 10-12 
Credits:
 
 5 
Length:

 1 quarter 

Format:

 Block
Prerequisite: 

 none
Considerations: 
Students who have taken Teen Living (foods quarter) may not take this course.
Course Description:   

Introductory foods course that develops skills and techniques related to the selection, storage, and preparation of basic foods.  
Skills Needed to be Successful:  

· Productive work ethic

· Effective Communication

· Cooperation in group work

Expectations:   

Students will:

· Examine food-related occupations.

· Understand cooking terms and their application.

· Properly operate, clean, sanitize, and store all kitchen equipment used

· Use the kitchen and equipment with the utmost care and respect

· Practice proper safety and sanitation procedures

· Demonstrate proper weighing and measuring techniques

· Use the kitchen and equipment with the utmost care and respect

· Observe proper safety procedures when operating equipment and participating in lab

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
Culinary & Hospitality

Family and Human Services

Business/Information Management/Marketing

Health Sciences

Course: Clothing/Creative Sewing
Course #:       

 FAM220
Grade Level: 

 10-12 
Credits:

 5 
Length:

 1 quarter

Format:

 Block
Prerequisite: 

 None
Considerations: none
Course Description:   
Students will learn to sew or increase sewing skills in this class.  In addition to the sewing machine, equipment such as an embroidery machine, serger, and heat press will be used to produce professional products that are quick to make and cost effective.  This course will also study clothing styles, principles of design, and take a look at careers related to this industry.

Skills Needed to be Successful:  

· Communicating effectively 

· Productive work ethic

· Taking responsibility for personal actions
Expectations:   
Students will:

· recognize the relationship between appearance and self-concept.

· identify fabrics, fabric construction, finishes, and care.

· identify elements and principles of clothing design.

· follow preparation procedures for constructing and evaluating a sewing project.

· demonstrate repair, alteration, and recycling methods.

· examine textile and clothing related occupations.

· locate and/or utilize textiles and clothing resources  for assistance.

· demonstrate use and care of sewing machine, serger, and equipment in a safe manner.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Family & Human Services

Business/Information Management/Marketing


Course: Housing and Interior Design
Course #:       

FAM240
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credit s: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

none
Considerations: none
Course Description:   
This course investigates housing choices and the design of living areas.  Students explore, apply, and evaluate the elements and principles of design, wall and floor treatments, furniture styles and arrangement, housing types available, floor plan design, landscaping, financial aspects related to housing, and related careers.
Skills Needed to be Successful:  
· Working as part of a team

· Using creativity

· Expressing ideas visually
Expectations: 

Students will:

· identify recent trends in housing.

· explain basic financial and legal aspects of housing in various demographic situations.

· evaluate housing alternatives (i.e. floor plans, structure and maintenance of a residence, safety, energy, lifestyles and populations with special needs).

· examine design principles and elements.

· identify qualities of home furnishings and appliances (i.e. performance, safety, cost, quality, efficiency, space, and cleanability).

· examine home furnishings/home management related occupations.

· locate and/or utilize housing, home furnishing management and equipment resources for assistance.

· identify basic characteristics of historical periods as related to furniture and architecture.

· demonstrate computer-aided drafting design.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Family & Human Services

Business/Information Management/Marketing

Arts & Communication

Engineering/Industrial/Tech. Sciences

Course: Creative Foods
Course #:       

FAM310
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

FAM210 or FAM110
Considerations: 
Course Description: 
This advanced foods course offers the student an opportunity to continue developing cooking skills while learning about selection and use of appliances, kitchen planning, international foods.  Techniques for improving the appearance of foods will be practiced. 
Skills Needed to be Successful:  
· Productive work ethic

· Effective communication

· Cooperation in group work
Expectations:   
Students will:

· examine food-related occupations.

· understand cooking terms and their application.

· Practice proper safety and sanitation procedures.

· Demonstrate proper weighing and measuring techniques.

· Properly operate, clean, sanitize, and store all kitchen equipment used.

· Use the kitchen and equipment with the utmost care and respect.

· Observe proper safety procedures when operating equipment and participating in lab.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Family & Human Services

Health Sciences

Culinary & Hospitality

Business/Information Management/Marketing


Course: Child Development I
Course #:       

FAM330
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

none
Considerations: Competencies taught can help students gain three hours of articulation credit at Kirkwood Community College.  
Course Description:   
The goal of this course is to explore current issues and skills in the care giving of young children.  Areas of study will include physical, intellectual, and social-emotional development through age four, heredity, birth defects, pregnancy and birth.   Interacting with young children in an on-site preschool provides real life practice with guidance techniques.
Skills Needed to be Successful:    
· Working as part of a team

· Listening

· Work ethic

· Demonstrating patience

Expectations:   

Students will:  
· identify the age-appropriate behaviors of a four-year old child, physically, socially, emotionally, and intellectually.

· describe the sexual reproduction and birthing process.

· discuss health concerns and needs at various stages of prenatal and postnatal development.

· identify elements of a safe and healthy environment.

· identify personal qualities required of childcare providers.

· identify additional risks of teen pregnacy.

· plan and implement age-appropriate activities that promote development.

· select toys, equipment, food, and materials appropriate for the development stage of a child.

Course: Independent Living
Course #:       

FAM350
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credit s: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

none
Considerations: none
Course Description:   
This class is designed to help students become independent, responsible adults prepared to apply basic life skills.  Emphasis will be placed on decision making, goal setting, conflict resolution, management, communication skills, vocational planning and wellness.  
Skills Needed to be Successful:  
· Productive work ethic

· Taking responsibility for personal actions

· Processing information

· Communicating effectively

· Thinking logically and analytically
Expectations:   

Students will:

· examine policies, issues, and trends in the workplace and community that impact individuals and families.

· determine skills and knowledge needed to develop a life plan for achieving individual, family, and career goals.

· demonstrate job seeking and job keeping skills.

· demonstrate work ethics and professionalism.

· demonstrate teamwork skills in community and workplace settings.

· examine strategies to manage the impact of changing technologies in workplace settings.

· implement decisions about housing and furnishings.

· determine individual and family responsibility in relation to environmental trends and issues.

· identify consumer rights and responsibilities.

· examine how media and technological advances impact family and consumer decisions.

· identify wise consumer credit practices.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Family & Human Services

Business/Information Management/Marketing

Arts & Communication


Course: Quantity Meals
Course #:       

FAM420
Grade Level: 

10-12

Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

FAM210 or FAM110

Considerations: none
Course Description:   
The “foods lab” becomes a mini-restaurant that allows students to explore and practice the planning, marketing and serving of food for large groups.  Early class work will focus on increasing preparation skills as students develop and test recipes for use in the restaurant.  Career exploration through “job shadowing” will help students investigate opportunities for future employment.

Skills Needed to be Successful:  

· Communicating effectively

· Productive work ethic

· Willing to work with others
Expectations:   
Students will:

· identify the seven dietary guidelines.

· set a correct table.

· develop a meal pattern.

· present foods pleasing to the eyes.

· serve food and beverages.

· take and place orders for food preparation.

· operate a cash drawer.

· count change.

· handle food safely.

· use food preparation terminology correctly.

· prepare beverages.

· operate and clean kitchen equpiment.

· calculate food supply needs.

· discuss merchandizing techniques.

· identify customer service skills.

· identify chemical hazards in the kitchen.

· identify safety hazards in the kitchen.

· demonstrate cleaning of facilities.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Family & Human Services

Business/Information Management/Marketing

Health Sciences

Course: Child Development II
Course #:       

FAM430
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

FAM330 with student meeting more than 80% of competencies taught.
Considerations: Time is scheduled to work in elementary classrooms every week.  Competencies taught can help students gain three hours of articulation credit at Kirkwood Community College.
Course Description:    

This course incorporates teacher training by assigning each student to work three times per week in an elementary classroom as a teacher’s aid.  In addition, students will spend two days per week in class at the high school studying and analyzing characteristics of school-age children as well as the teaching profession. 
Skills Needed to be Successful:  

· Interacting with others

· Work ethic

· Demonstrating dependability

· Being punctual

Expectations: 

Students will:

· examine child development related occupations.

· identify elements of physical, mental, and social-emotional development of school-age children.

· demonstrate age-appropriate activities for school-age children.

· locate resources for populations with special needs.

· identify personal qualities needed when working with children.

· use appropriate and effective methods of guidance.

· use computerized word processing.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Family & Human Services


Course: Parenting
Course #:       

FAM435
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

FAM330
Considerations:  Competencies taught can help students gain three hours of articulation credit at Kirkwood Community College. 
Course Description:    

The emphasis of this class is on parenting and families.  Areas of study include the role of families, teenage parenthood, parenting skills and decisions, handling of common problems, and strengthening of families.  Emphasis will be on family resources that can help families meet challenges, solve problems, and strengthen their family life.  This course offers opportunities to interact with preschool-age children in the classroom.  
Skills Needed to be Successful:  

· Decision making

· Listening

· Accountability

· Patience

· Working as part of a team

Expectations: 

Students will:

· demonstrate alternative ways of effective communications.

· examine family living/parenthood related occupations.

· determine the role of family in development of independence, interdependence, and commitment of family members.

· examine expectations and responsibilities of parenting.

· identify procedures in planning for expenses, saving, and managing finances.

· assess common practices and emerging research about discipline on human growth and development.

· assess the impact of abuse and neglect on children and families.

· determine criteria for selecting care and services available to families.

· examine implications of alternatives to biological parenthood.

· use computerized word processing/ internet

Course: Level I French, Spanish

Course #:       

FOR110,130
Grade Level: 

8-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

None
Course Description: This is a course in the study of foreign language.  Basic grammar and vocabulary are introduced as well as reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills.  Use of the target language is expected during class time.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Willingness to speak, read, write, listen and perform in the target language

· Memorizing and using vocabulary and concepts of the beginning level

· Willingness to explore different cultures

· Working with partners and small groups
· Individual study time outside of class is essential to be successful.
Expectations:

Students will:

· realize and appreciate the existence of different cultures in the world.

· develop listening skills in order to express simple needs and basic courtesy formulae in the target language.

· develop speaking skills in order to express simple needs and basic courtesy formulae in the target language.

· develop sufficient understanding of the written target language in order to recognize and comprehend highly contextualized works, cognates, and short phrases in predictable areas.

· develop the ability to write that which the student can say in the target language.

· become aware of career opportunities which are enhanced by foreign language learning.

· develop technology skills in order to create a product in the native or target language.

Careers Pathway(s) Related to Content
Arts & Communications

Family & Human Services


Course: Level II French,Spanish 

Course #:       

FOR210,230
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

FOR110,130
Considerations: Second semester grade of 75% or above in Level I is required for admission.
Course Description: 

Grammar concepts and vocabulary are expanded.  Reading, writing, speaking and listening skills are further developed.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Retention of level I material

· Communicating in the target language

· Exploring different cultures

· Working with a partner and in small groups

· Individual study time outside of class is essential to be successful.
Expectations: 
Students will:

· realize and appreciate the existence of different cultures in the world.

· develop listening skills in order to express simple needs and basic courtesy formulae in the target language.

· develop speaking skills in order to express simple needs and basic courtesy formulae in the target language.

· develop sufficient understanding of the written target language in order to recognize and comprehend highly contextualized works, cognates, and short phrases in predictable areas.

· become aware of career opportunities which are enhanced by foreign language learning.

· develop technology skills in order to create a product in the native or target language.

· write in order to express ideas and produce writing of a creative nature in the target language.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Arts & Communications

Family & Human Services

Course: Level III French, Spanish
Course #:       

FOR310,330
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

FOR210 or FOR230
Considerations: A dictionary of target language/English will be used.  Grade of 75% or above for second semester in Level II is required for admission.
Course Description: 
Complex grammar concepts are introduced with a continued emphasis on all four skills of communication.  Dictionary usage is introduced.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Retaining prior knowledge in the language

· Continued willingness to communicate in the target language.

· Learning and using new tenses in the target language

· Working with partners and in small groups.

· Exploring other cultures
· Individual study time outside of class is essential to be successful.
Expectations: 
Students will:

· identify the target language’s dominant cultural values and be able to apply their knowledge of these values to other aspects of the culture as they are encouraged.

· improve listening skills which enable the students to comprehend authentic speech in the target language.

· develop speaking skills in order to interact with other speakers of the target language.

· develop and refine sufficient understanding of the written target language in order to derive specific, detailed information from reading.

· write in order to express ideas and produce writing of a creative nature in the target language.

· become aware that foreign language interest and skills added to a career increase job opportunities.

· develop technology skills in order to create a product in the native or target language.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Arts & Communications

Family & Human Services

Course: Level IV French, Spanish
Course #:       

FOR410,430
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:


2 semesters

Format:


40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

FOR310 or FOR330

Considerations: A dictionary of target language and English will be used.  Grade of 75% or above for second semester in Level III is required for admission.
Course Description: 
Level IV continues work on grammar concepts and vocabulary in all four communication skills.  Class will be conducted extensively in the target language.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Retaining prior knowledge

· Communicating in the target language

· Extensive reading, writing, and speaking in the target language

· Demonstrating knowledge of various cultures

· Working in small groups and with partners
· Individual study time outside of class is essential to be successful.
Expectations: 
Students will:

· identify the target language’s dominant cultural values and be able to apply their knowledge of these values to other aspects of the culture as they are encouraged.

· improve listening skills which enable the students to comprehend authentic speech in the target language.

· develop speaking skills in order to interact with other speakers of the target language.

· develop and refine sufficient understanding of the written target language in order to derive specific, detailed information from intensive reading.

· write in order to express ideas and produce writing of a creative nature in the target language.

· become aware that foreign language interest and skills added to a career increase job opportunities.

· develop technology skills in order to create a product in the native or target language

Course: Level V French, Spanish
Course #:       

 FOR510,530
Grade Level: 

 12 
Credits:

 10 credits
Length:

 2 semesters

Format:

 40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

 FOR410 or FOR430
Considerations: A dictionary of target language/English will be used.  Second semester grade of 75% or above in Level IV required for admission.
Course Description: 
Level V applies grammar concepts and vocabulary.  Class will be conducted extensively in the target language.
Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Communicating in the target language

· Extensive reading, writing and speaking

· Demonstrating knowledge of various cultures

· Working with partners and in small groups
· Individual study time outside of class is essential to be successful.
Expectations: 
Students will:

· identify the target language’s dominant cultural values and be able to apply their knowledge of these values to other aspects of the culture as they are encountered.

· refine listening skills which enable the student to comprehend authentic speech in the target language.

· move from the novel level of oral proficiency, where communication was based on memorized material, to the intermediate level, where students can: create with the language, participate in more challenging conversations, and communicate successfully in basic survival situations.

· develop and refine sufficient understanding of the written target language in order to derive specific, detailed information from intensive reading.  Stengthen reading skills by reading prose of recognized authors.

· produce writing of a creative/analytical and comparative nature in the target language.

· become aware of the career advantages of being proficient in a second language.

· develop technology skills in order to create a product in the target language.


Course: French for Spanish Speakers (Level I and II accelerated)
Course #:

FOR240
Grade Level:  
9-12

Credits:

10

Length:

2 semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily

Prerequisite:

Native Spanish ability or completion of Spanish III with an 80% or higher.

Course Description:  This is a course in the study of foreign language.  Basic grammar and vocabulary are introduced as well as reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills.  Use of the target language is expected during class.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Willingness to speak, read, write, listen and perform in the target language.

· Memorizing and using concepts of the beginning level.

· Willingness to explore different cultures.

· Working with partners in small groups.
Expectations:

Students will:

· Realize and appreciate the existence of different cultures in the world.

· Develop listening and speaking skills in order to satisfy basic needs in the target language.

· Develop listening and speaking skills in order to express basic courtesies in the target language.

· Develop sufficient understanding of the target language in order to recognize and comprehend highly contextualized language.

· Develop the ability to write what they say in the target language.

· Become aware of career opportunities which are enhanced by foreign language competency.

· Develop technology skills in order to access and/or create products in the native and target language.

Career Pathway(s) related to Content:
Arts and Communications

Family and Human Services

Course: Work Experience
Course #:       

GUI410
Grade Level: 

11(2nd Sem.)-12 
Credits: 
 
5 credits
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Arranged
Prerequisite: 

Approval
Considerations: Students who are involved in the LMHS Academic Assistance Program’s credit accumulation component are eligible for consideration/approval.  This course is also available to COMPASS students.
Course Description: 
Students will evaluate their work environment, job skills, management hierarchy, budget, safety issues, labor issues, community involvement, and career decisions on the work site.

Skills Needed to be Successful:  
· Teamwork
· Responsibility
· Punctuality
· Flexibility
· Problem solving
· Courteousness
· Professional attitude
Expectations:   
Students will:

· Complete a comprehensive self-evaluation related to the work setting, progress toward goals, and growth in the skill areas listed above.
· Receive/submit a satisfactory employer evaluation.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All pathways


Course: Internship
Course #:       

WOR100
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter (block)
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: Arranged by the Workplace Learning Connection Office. Successful completion of Careers (GUI220) and job shadowing preferred.  Must provide transportation to off-campus site. 
Course Description:  Interns learn new skills, apply classroom knowledge in a real-world setting, develop employability behaviors which will better prepare them for the work place, and gain insight that will help them make a more informed career choice. 
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Effective communication

· Ability to function as part of a team.

· Ability to solve complex problems.

· Punctuality

· Reliability

· Ability to maintain professional appearance and behavior.

Expectations: 
Students will:

· complete employment application, with three references minimum, and personal profile.

Course: Health Class
Course #:       

HPE250
Grade Level: 

10 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: This course is required for graduation.  
Course Description: 
This course is designed to lead students to healthy lifestyle choices through use of decision making process.  This class presents the material high school students need in order to understand how to become and stay healthy.  This class is geared to adolescent students who are not only reaching physical maturity but also assuming responsibility for many behavior patterns that will affect their health throughout their lives.  Students are encouraged to assess their attitudes and behavior patterns and to understand the impact their lifestyle choices have on their communities and on their own well-being.  Topics covered include:  Fitness and Wellness (physical, mental, social); CPR/Choking/AED-infant, child, adult; Nutrition; Eating Disorders; Sexual Education; Substance (alcohol, tobacco, legal/illegal drugs); Sexually Transmitted Infections/Diseases; HIV/AIDS; Cancer; Infectious Diseases; Non-Infectious Diseases.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

Listening attentively

Teamwork

Regular attendance

Mutual Respect

Notetaking

Expectations: 
Students will:

analyze factors of good communication and assertive behavior.

recognize behaviors of productive relationships (family and friends).

understand basic skills necessary to maintain personal, mental, emotional, physical, and social health.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
Family and Human Services

Health Sciences

Course: Physical Education 9
Course #:       

HPE110
Grade Level: 

9 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations:  Required for graduation.  This is the first of a four level sequential course.  Make-up of missed classes required.

    Course Description:
Physical Education 9 involves fitness, wellness, sports and lifetime activities.  Students will be introduced to and asked to demonstrate the basic components and principles of personal fitness.  In addition, each student will be required to complete the district approved fitness test.

    Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Dress in proper physical education attire

· Have a good attendance record 

· Demonstrate a productive work ethic 

· Maintain a positive attitude

· Show respect for self, others, and the equipment

    Standards:

· Achieves and maintains a health-enhancing level of physical fitness by exhibiting a physically active lifestyle
· Demonstrates responsible personal and social behavior in physical activity settings
    Expectations:

    Students will:

· ·Develop and demonstrate skills and health related components of physical fitness by establish a baseline fitness profile

· Applies leadership skills during movement- related experiences.
Course: Physical Education 10

Course #: 

HPE210


Grade Level
10

Credit Hours:
5 

Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block

Prerequisite:
Successful completion of Physical Education HPE110 is preferred.

 Considerations:  Required for graduation

 Course Description:

 Physical Education 10 offers students the opportunity to enhance the skills from level 1 by developing a short-term personal fitness plan.  Students will also demonstrate positive personal and social behaviors through team and small group activities.  Students will be required to complete the district approved fitness test.

 Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Dress in proper physical education attire

· Have a good attendance record 

· Demonstrate a productive work ethic 

· Maintain a positive attitude

· Show respect for self, others, and the equipment 
 Standards:

· Achieves and maintains a health-enhancing level of physical fitness by exhibiting a physically active lifestyle.

· Demonstrates responsible personal and social behavior in physical activity settings

· Select available technology to complete class related projects and activities

Expectations:

Students will:
· Design a short-term personal fitness program that is based on the basic principals of training and encompasses all components of fitness.

· Develop and demonstrate skills, new techniques, strategies related to team and individual activities.  
· Students will use and select appropriate and available technology to aid in assessing their personal fitness.

Course: Physical Education 11
Course #:

HPE310
Grade Level
11

Credits:

5 

Length:

1 quarter or 1

                                        semester

Format:

Block or 40 minutes

                           (Early-Bird 7:15-7:55 a.m.)

Prerequisite:
Successful completion of HPE210 is preferred.

Considerations:  Required for graduation.

Course Description:

Physical Education 11 will include preparing a long-term personal fitness plan based on the student’s personal fitness profile.  In addition the course provides a variety of activities that encourages students to develop an understanding and respect of differences among people in physical activity settings.  Students will be required to complete the district fitness test.

 Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Dress in proper physical education attire

· Have a good attendance record 

· Demonstrate a productive work ethic 

· Maintain a positive attitude

· Show respect for self, others, and the equipment 
 Standards:
· Demonstrates responsible personal and social behavior that includes showing respect and understanding for differences among people in physical activity.

· Select available technology to complete class related projects and activities

· Understands that physical activity provides opportunities for enjoyment, challenge, self-expression, and social interaction.
 Expectations:

Student will:

· Understand the components of sportsmanship and the importance of responsible behavior while participating in physical education.

· Design a long-term personal fitness program that is based on the basic principles of training and encompasses all components of fitness.

· Use computer assisted technology to produce a hard copy of their personal fitness plan to be placed in their graduation portfolio.
Course: Physical Education 12
Course #:

HPE410 
Grade Level:
12
Credits:

5 
Length:

1 quarter or 1 semester
Format:

Block or 40 minutes  

                                (Early-Bird 7:15-7:55 a.m.)

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Physical Education Level III is preferred.  Students are required to have a long term personal fitness plan on file in their senior portfolio in order to participate in Senior Physical Education.
Considerations:  Required for graduation

Students choosing off campus activities will need to provide own transportation.
Course Description:
Level four Physical Education offers students the opportunity to select activities appropriate to their long-term fitness plan and explore other lifetime/wellness activities in the school and community setting.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Dress in proper physical education attire

· Have a good attendance record .

· Demonstrate a productive work ethic 

· Maintain a positive attitude

· Show respect for self, others, and the equipment

 Standards:

· Demonstrates responsible personal and social behavior that includes showing respect and understanding for differences among people in physical activity.

· Understands that physical activity provides opportunities for enjoyment, challenge, self-expression, and social interaction.

· Raise students awareness of available fitness/wellness related careers.
Expectations:
Students will:
· Understand the components of sportsmanship and the importance of responsible behavior while participating in physical education.
· The student will participate in at least two on-campus and two off-campus fitness activities.
· Demonstrates background knowledge including professional education requirements for selected fitness/wellness related careers.


Course: Health Careers 
Course #:       

HPE450
Grade Level: 

12 
Credits: 
 
20 
Length:

2 Semesters

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Fee: 
Purchase of safety and consumable materials used in the course may be required.
Considerations: This is part of the Career Edge Academy and is taught on-site by Kirkwood staff. This course meets the senior health and physical education requirement.
Course Description: 
The Health Sciences Academy includes hands-on patient care and meets for 85 minutes per day for the entire school year.  Students will learn the basic expectations of a health care professional through a combination of coursework, job shadows and assisting with patient care.  When completed, students will be eligible to take the Nurse Aide certification test.

Each component of the course corresponds with an established number of community college credits (see Health Sciences Academy information in appendix).

Components of the course and corresponding Kirkwood course #s are as follows:

1.  Professionals in Health (HS110U)

2.  Health Skills I (HS111U)

3.  Health Skills II (HS112U)

4.  Basic Medical Terminology (HS123U)

5.  First Aid Concepts (HS101U)

6.  Nurse Aid (HS901U)

7.  CPR (HS100U)
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Attending daily

· Communicating

· Following instructions

· Aptitude for and willingness to work with and care for people
Expectations: 
Students will:

· receive on-the-job training as a nurse’s aide.

· be able to use the skills taught in a nursing setting.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Health Sciences

Course: Mechanical Drawing I
Course #:       

IND110
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block 
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: None
Course Description: 
This course is designed to provide practical application of drafting knowledge practices through sketching and computer assisted drafting (CAD).  Students learn to use different types of drawing to describe and communicate ideas.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Thinking and reasoning to solve problems

· Reading

· Listening

· Working individually and in teams

· Good work ethic
Expectations: 
Students will:

· develop drafting skills.

· develop visualization skills.

· demonstrate CAD skills.

· read and make various types of drawings.

· understand the technologies and tools related to the production of technical drawing.

· use the design process to solve problems.

· understand application of technical drawing skills.

· use algebraic and geometric operations to solve problems.

· know characteristics and uses of various technologies.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Engineering/Industrial Technological Sciences

Arts & Communications

* Articulates with Kirkwood Community College


Course: Construction I
Course #:       

 IND120
Grade Level: 

 9-12 
Credit Hours: 
 5 credits 
Length:

 1 quarter 

Format:

 Block
Prerequisite: 

 None
Considerations: None
Course Description: 
This is an introductory course for students who wish to explore the construction industry and related careers.  Major activities covered thru construction of a wall section include: framing, roofing, plumbing, electrical and rough-in. 
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Working individually and in teams

· Reading, writing, measuring

· Demonstrating a positive attitude concerning safety.

· Organizing talks and materials

Expectations: 
Students will:

· demonstrate construction fundamentals.

· explain how the construction industry affects everyday life.

· carry out  planning and construction tasks.

· understand basic safety and practice safe operating procedures.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Engineering/Industrial Technological Sciences

Agriscience & Natural Resources

Course: Construction II
Course #:       

IND125
Grade Level: 

11-12 or approval 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

IND120
Considerations:  Requires successful completion of IND 120.

Course Description: 
This is an advanced course that provides students with current methods and processes that develop problem-solving skills while building an 8’X12’ shed.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Attending regularly


· Working individually and in teams

· Reading, writing, measuring

· Communicating effectively

· Knowing safety rules which apply to lab work

· Organizing talks and materials

Expectations: 
Students will:

· construct a complete structure form start to finish.

· describe the various occupations in the construction industry.

· correctly use measurement and layout tools.

· demonstrate the proper way to perform basic operations with cutting, sawing, and drilling tools.

· develop their problem-solving abilities and improve their communication skills.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Engineering/Industrial Technological Sciences

Agriscience & Natural Resources

Business/Information Management and Marketing

*This course’s competencies are part of construction “articulation validation” with Kirkwood.  


Course:Energy/Power/Transportation
Course #:       

IND130
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations:  None
Course Description: 
The students will study the six forms of energy and the effects each has on modern living.  The areas covered include hydraulics, pneumatics, electrical power, small engine theory, alternate energy, and motion.  One unit on transportation will be included.  Writing skills in daily work and preparing reports will be stressed.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Reading, writing and following directions

· Organizing and writing reports and daily work

· Performing basic repair on small engines

· Understanding basic power systems and their relationship to each other

Expectations: 
Students will:

· demonstrate problem solving techniques.

· exhibit writing skills by completing daily assignments and written reports.

· demonstrate application of math skills.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
Engineering/Industrial Technological Sciences

Course: Graphic Communications
Course #:       

IND140
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: None
Course Description: 
This course is designed to teach students introductory skills used in graphic communication.  Emphasis will be placed on the development of skills related to the design of layouts, digital photography, offset printing, and screen printing.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Desire to create graphic art

· Ability to follow written and verbal directions

· Being a self-motivated independent learner

Expectations: 
Students will:

· use the computer to create a graphic layout which will demonstrate their knowledge of graphic design principles.

· use appropriate techniques and equipment to produce photographs, off-set printed notepad, and silk screen printed items.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Arts and Communication


Course: Mechanical Drawing II
Course #:       

IND210
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

IND110
Considerations: None
Course Description: 
This course is a continuation of Mechanical Drawing I and is also designed to provide practical application of drafting knowledge and function through sketching and 3-DCAD work.  Students learn to use additional types of drawing to describe and communicate ideas with emphasis on real world projects.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Thinking and reasoning to solve problems

· Reading

· Listening

· Working individually and in teams

· Good work ethic
Expectations: 
Students will:

· develop drafting skills.

· develop visualization skills.

· demonstrate CAD skills.

· read and make various types of drawings.

· understand the techniques, tools, and technologies related to the production of technical drawing.

· use the design process to solve problems.

· understand the applications of technical drawing skills.

· use algebraic and geometric operations to solve problems.

· know characteristics and uses of various technologies.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Engineering/Industrial Technological Sciences

Arts & Communication

* Articulates with Kirkwood Community College

Course: Architectural Drawing
Course #:       

IND220
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
5
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

IND110
Considerations: Course meets for 85 minutes daily for one quarter.
Course Description: 
This course is intended for students who have completed Mechanical Drawing I and have interest in this related area.  Students design and develop plans for their “dream house”.  Work is done by sketching and working Chief Architect CAD software.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Managing time

· Planning

· Developing and evaluating ideas; making decisions

· Good work ethic
Expectations: 
Students will:

· complete drafting projects (floor plans and selected drawings).

· demonstrate use of catalogs and references.

· apply knowledge of building materials to residential structures and designs.

· demonstrate sketching and CAD skills.

· construct interior and exterior elevation drawings.

· construct an architectural presentation drawing.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Engineering/Industrial Technological Sciences

Agriscience and Natural Resources

Family & Human Services

Business/Information Management/Marketing

* Articulates with Kirkwood Community College


Course: Electricity/Electronics 
Course #:       

IND230
Grade Level: 

10-12 or approval
Credits

10 credits
Length:

2 quarters

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

MAT170
Considerations: None

Course Description: 
This course involves the study of basic electricity, solid state and digital electronics.  It also involves theory, laws, and their applications.  This course is intended for students interested in science, math, and engineering careers.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Thinking and reasoning to solve mathematical problems

· Reading

· Listening

· Working individually and in teams

· Using basic lab safety procedures

Expectations: 
Students will:

· demonstrate electrical fundamentals.

· solve problems.

· explain the connection between theory and the real world.

· understanding basic safety and safe operating procedures.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Engineering/Industrial Technological Sciences

Business/Information Management/Marketing

Course: Woodworking 
Course #:       

IND240
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
10 credits
Length:

2 quarters 
Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations:  None
Course Description: 
Woodworking is designed to teach skills necessary for basic woodworking applications.  The course stresses student safety through a series of demonstrations and safety tests.  Students will plan and construct introductory projects to gain skills necessary to complete a final project of their choosing.  A lathe project is also required.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Reading, writing and exhibiting basic math skills related to measurement

· Exhibiting safe tool usage and practice

Expectations: 
Students will:

· demonstrate safe use of hand and power tools.

· define ideas through sketches and working drawings.

· identify the steps necessary to complete a project.

· demonstrate a solid work ethic.

· demonstrate problem solving techniques.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
Engineering/Industrial Technological Sciences


Course: Woodworking II
Course#:


IND250
Grade Level:


10-12

Credits:


10 credits
Length:


2 quarters
Format:


Block

Prerequisite:


IND240

Considerations: Grade of 75% or above for second quarter of IND240 is required for admission.

Course Description:
This course is designed to expand basic skills learned in IND240.  A review of machine safety covered in IND240 will precede project work.  Students will design and draw plans for their project, calculate costs and devise a plan of procedure for completion of their project prior to starting work.  Project work will be required to include at least one drawer and at least one raised panel door.  Students will be expected to cover the costs of materials needed to complete their projects.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Reading, writing and basic math skill related to measurement.  

· Exhibit safe tool and machinery use.

· Good work ethic.

Expectations:
Students will:

· Demonstrate an understanding of drawing by completing a 3-view drawing of their project

· Identify the parts needed for the project including rough and finished sizes calculate the costs of the project
· Demonstrate an understanding of skills learned in IND240

· Select appropriate joinery methods and techniques for their project

· Create a Plan of Procedure for completing a project

· Demonstrate responsible behaviors related to safety, work ethic and clean-up

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
Engineering/Industrial; Technological Sciences; Construction/Cabinetry Technology

Course: Metalworking
Course #:       

 IND310
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
10 credits
Length:

2 quarters

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations:  None

Course Description: 

Every day we use articles made of metal in one form or another.  This course will provide students the opportunity to explore the field of metal and develop skill in working with metal.  The areas covered are welding, sheet metal lay-out, and CNC machining.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Developing and maintaining safe work habits

· Having an interest in the world of metalwork and uses of metal

· Attending regularly and group application

· Having lab skills, especially hand-eye coordination

· Measuring accurately
Expectations: 
Students will:

· exhibit written skills including tests and reports.

· exhibit machinist skills.

· operate the mill and drill press

· program set-up and run CNC lathe and milling machines.

· exhibit the math skills necessary to compute and read precision measuring tools.

· demonstrate the use of the gas/electric welders.

· understand basic safety and safe operating procedures.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Engineering/Industrial Tech. Sciences


Course: Power Mechanics
Course #:       

 IND320
Grade Level: 

 11-12 
Credit Hours: 
 5
Length:

 1 quarter

Format:

 Block
Prerequisite: 

 None
Considerations: None
Course Description: 
Students will study alternate sources of power and their related systems that affect everyday life situations.  A four-week small engine lab experience is utilized.  Time is also spent studying basic auto care.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Reading, writing and following directions

· Eye-hand coordination

· Staying on task

Expectations: 
Students will:

· explain the theory of automotive systems and small gas engines.

· perform a small gas engine tear-down and overhaul.

· safely use tools and equipment in the shop.

· demonstrate the ability to work independently and in group situations.

· use of catalogs and reference material.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Engineering/Industrial Technological Sciences

Course: Photoshop I 
Course #:       

IND330
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

ART110
Considerations: This is a college level course that moves at a quick pace.  Students may be able to earn community college credit with successful completion of this course.  See a counselor about the articulation process.
Course Description: 
This course introduces students to electronic imaging through the use of Adobe Photoshop.  Concepts covered include: image basics, scanning, selection techniques, layer manipulation, image repair, color correction, painting, and creative photo editing.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Ability to follow directions.

· Basic computer skills.

· Attention to detail.

· Understanding of elements and principles of design and basic printing concepts.

· Creativity
Expectations: 
Students will:

· be able to explain the difference between Raster and Vector based programs.

· have basic knowledge of Photoshop tols and their function.

· know the different file formats that Photoshop can save in and why each are unique.

· have a base understanding of how scanners work and how they are used in the industry as well as why there are different types of scanners.

· know how to do basic retouching, B/W image control, photo manipulation, and photo illustration.

· be able to use layers and masking operations.

· understand why resolution and output are important.

· be able to set type creatively using Photoshop.

· be able to find and use base set of filters.

· know how to use pen tools for outlining and mask making.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Arts and Communications


Course: Page Layout I 
Course #:       

IND340
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisites: 
ART110 & IND140
Considerations: Students may be able to earn community college credit with successful completion of this course.  See a counselor about the articulation process. Not offered in 2009-10.
Course Description: 
This course offers students a working knowledge of Adobe Pagemaker and how to communicate more effectively through eye-catching page layouts.  Concepts covered include learning the toolbox and tool usage, importing and editing text and graphics as they create various single and spot-color documents.  There will also be an introduction to master pages, use of styles, text, paragraph formatting, effective use of type and graphics.  

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Ability to follow directions.

· Basic computer skills.

· Attention to detail.

· Understanding of elements and principles of design and basic printing concepts.

· Creativity
Expectations: 
Students will:

· start a new document-page set-up.

· identify tool and use in tool palette.

· identify each component of the print dialogue box.

· set defaults for the program.

· understand and use the control palette.

· identify the parts of the document window.

· load and manipulate text attributes.

· load and manipulate graphic and photo attributes.

· use ruler guides for correct placement of page items.

· understand and use master page for text and graphic placement.

· understnad and create a template document.

· apply color to page elements.

· understand and apply text wrap to graphic imagees.

· create several basic publications.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Arts and Communications

Course: Building Trades
Course #:       

IND500
Grade Level: 

12 
Credits: 
 
20
Length:

2 semesters

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: Limit of 7 Linn-Mar students. Students selected by recommendation of Linn-Mar staff.  Must provide transportation to off-campus site.  May require purchase of required safety equipment such as glasses and ear protection. 
Course Description: 
Linn-Mar and Marion High School students work two hours a day to build a full-sized house.  The course includes all skills and tasks needed to do this.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Attending regularly

· Being competent in construction skills

· Working as part of a team

· Being motivated to learn and practice competencies

Expectations: 
Students will:

· learn those skills needed to build a house.

· be able to follow instructions.

· practice teamwork in doing tasks.

· become competent through use of skills.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Engineering/Industrial Technological Sciences


Course: Digital Electronics

Course#:

IND620
Grade Level: 

10-12

Credits: 

10

Length:

 2 quarters
Format:

Block
Prerequisite:  

SCI600 and SCI610
Considerations: This is the third course recommended in the Project Lead the Way engineering sequence.  Students may be able to earn community college credit with successful completion of this course.

Course Description:

A course in applied logic that encompasses the application of electronic circuitry and devices. Computer simulation software is used to design and test digital circuitry prior to the actual construction of circuits and devices.

Skills Needed to Be Successful:

· Thinking and reasoning to solve mathematical problems
· Reading
· Performing hands-on activities
· Working individually and in teams
· Using basic lab safety procedures
Expectations:

Students will:

· Integrate math, science and technology to solve problems

· Conduct research

· Understand real-world impacts

· Analyze data

· Learn outside the classroom

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Engineering/Industrial Technological Sciences/PLTW

Course: Welding (Kirkwood)
Course #:       

KWD420
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
20
Length:

4 quarters

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

IND310
Considerations: Competencies taught can help students gain articulation credit at community college.  Students will be required to provide transportation to Kirkwood daily.
Course Description: 
The complete course has three phases:  metallic arc or stick welding, gas metal arc welding, pipe welding and welding quality assurance.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Being on time

· Completing the course

· Following instructions

Expectations: 
Students will:

· successfully complete the various welds as certified by the instructor.

· leave the course with a phase I certificate, SMAW; a phase II certificate, Combination Welding; and a phase III certificate, Pipe Welding and Welding Quality Assurance.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Engineering/Industrial Technological Sciences

Agriscience & Natural Resources


Course: Auto Collision Repair (Kirkwood)
Course #:       

KWD430
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
20 
Length:

2 semesters

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

IND310
Considerations:   Competencies taught can help students gain articulation credit at community colleges. Transportation to Kirkwood must be provided by student.
Course Description: 
This course is designed to prepare students with the theory and practices of metal forming and shaping, body fillers, frame straightening, paint chemistry, and glass and upholstery replacement.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Being on time

· Completing the course

· Following instructions

· Carrying out expected competencies in auto collision repair

Expectations: 
Students will:

· be certified in completing the first course in the Auto Collision Repair program at Kirkwood Community College.

· understand and demonstrate beginning skills of auto collision repair.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Engineering/Industrial Technological Sciences

Agriscience & Natural Resources

Course: Pre- Transition Math
Course #:       

MAT105
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

Approval
Considerations: Students are placed in this course per recommendation of the math department based on NWEA Map  Test scores, ITED scores, and 8th grade math results.  A TI-30x scientific calculator or equivalent is needed.  Graphing calculators are not allowed in this course.
Course Description: 
Pre-Transition Math is an introductory course for Transition Math.  The course is designed to review basic skills and mathematical concepts.  Elementary algebra skills with variables and problem-solving techniques will be reinforced.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing whole numbers

· Using a scientific calculator at a basic level

· Basic reading and comprehending
· Completing daily work
Expectations: 
Students will:

· recognize algebraic properties and terms.
· understand the decimal system.
· be proficient in use of the scientific calculator.
· develop proficiency in the use of mathematical terminology.
· show basic algebraic word problems.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All  Career Pathways


Course:  Transition Math 

Course #:       

MAT110
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: TI-30x scientific calculator or its equivalent needed.  Graphing calculators are not allowed in this course. 
Course Description: 
Transition Math is an introductory course for Algebra I.  The course is designed to review basic skills and mathematical concepts.  Elementary algebra skills with variables and problem-solving techniques will be imperative to our curriculum.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing whole numbers

· Using a scientific calculator at a basic level

· Basic reading and comprehending
· Completing daily work
Expectations: 
Students will:

· recognize algebraic properties and terms.
· understand the decimal system.
· be proficient in use of the scientific calculator.
· develop proficiency in the use of mathematical terminology.
· show basic algebraic word problems.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All  Career Pathways

Course: Algebra Fundamentals I
Course #:       

MAT150
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters
Format:

40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

Approval
Considerations: Students are selected for this course based upon NWEA Map test scores, ITED scores, and Transition Math results.  A TI30x scientific calculator or the equivalent is needed for this course.  Graphing calculators are no allowed in this course.
Course Description: 
This course is designed to include material covered in the first semester of Algebra (MAT170).  Topics include negative numbers, absolute values, opposites, linear equations, and inequalities in word problems.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing whole numbers.
· Completing daily homework on time

· Recognizing basic life uses of mathematics

· Developing listening skills to learn and improve group working skills

· Basic reading and comprehension.
Expectations: 
Students will:

· Recognize and use algebraic properties.
· Define and use basic algebraic terms.
· Solve and graph on  the number line, linear equations, and linear inequalities.
· Solve basic algebraic word problems involving linear equations and inequalities.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways


Course: Algebra Fundamentals II
Course #:       

MAT155
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters
Format:

40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

MAT150 or approval.



Considerations: Students are placed in this course per recommendation of the math department based on NWEA Map test scores, ITED scores, and Transition Math results.  A TI30x scientific calculator or the equivalent is needed for this course.  Graphing calculators are not allowed in this course.
Course Description: 
This course is designed to include material covered in the second semester of Algebra (MAT170).  Topics include negative numbers, absolute values, opposites, linear equations, in one variable, and inequalities in one variable word problems, factoring, and factorable quadratic equations.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing whole numbers.
· Completing daily homework on time

· Recognizing basic life uses of mathematics

· Developing listening skills to learn and improve group working skills

· Basic reading and comprehension.
Expectations: 
Students will

· define and use basic algebraic terms.

· recognize and use algebraic properties.

· solve and graph on the number line, linear equations, linear inequalities, and quadratic equations.

· solve word problems involving linear equations, linear inequalities, and quadratic equations.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All Career Pathways

Course: Algebra
Course #:       

MAT170
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

MAT110
Fee: 


None
Considerations: Scientific calculators are required.  Graphing calculators are not allowed to be used in this course.
Course Description: 
Algebra is the branch of mathematics which deals with variables, properties of operations, and formulas.  Topics include negative numbers, absolute value, opposites, linear equations in one variable, inequalities in one variable, word problems, factoring, and factorable quadratic equations.  Students who have career plans which include post-high school education and who desire to learn to organize their thinking skills and problem-solving techniques should take algebra.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing whole numbers, fractions, and decimals

· Completing daily homework

· Using a scientific calculator

Expectations: 
Students will

· define and use basic algebraic terms.

· recognize and use algebraic properties.

· solve and graph on the number line, linear equations, linear inequalities, and quadratic equations.

· solve word problems involving linear equations, linear inequalities, and quadratic equations.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All career pathways


Course: Geometry
Course #:       

MAT220
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

MAT170 or MAT155
Fee: 


None
Considerations: Scientific calculators are required.  Graphing calculators are not allowed to be used in this course.
Course Description: 
Geometry is the logical, deductive study of points, lines, and polygons.  Students will learn the logical, deductive study of circles, plane figures, solids and spatial figures.  The student will better understand a mathematical system and will aid the visualization of three-dimension space.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Reading

· Solving problems

· Using basic arithmetic and algebraic operations

· Technology and calculation skills
Expectations: 
Students will:

· understand and use inductive reasoning.

· know and use area formulas from polygons, circles, pyramids and spheres.

· state and apply concepts related to coordinate geometry

· define the trigonometry functions and apply Pythagorean theorem.

· nderstand basic concepts of transformational geometry.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All career pathways

Course: Advanced Algebra
Course #:       

MAT270
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

MAT220
Considerations: Graphing calculators are required.  TI84 is recommended.  TI89 or TI-Nspire calculators are not allowed in any LM math courses except AP Calculus.
Course Description: 
Advanced Algebra is a review and extension of Algebra.  Advanced Algebra includes a variety of topics; from lines to logarithms, from quadratic equations to conic sections, from systems to statistics, from matrices to trigonometry.  The properties of numbers, graphs, expressions, equations, inequalities, and functions are ideas which continue throughout the course.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Basic reading and comprehending

· Completing daily assignments

· Understanding of variables, operations, and graphs

· Simplifying, evaluating and solving arithmetic and algebraic problems
Expectations: 
Students will:

· evaluate arithmetic equations and algebraic expressions.

· solve linear equations and inequalities.

· identify relations and functions and draw their graphs.

· solve equations in a system of two or three variables.

· understand the form of a complex number and how to complete the basic operations with them.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All  Career Pathways


Course: Functions, Statistics, and Trig.
Course #:       

MAT320
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

MAT270 
Considerations: Graphing calculators are required.  TI84 are recommended.  TI89 or TI-Nspire calculators are not allowed in any LM math courses except AP Calculus.
Course Description: 
F, S &T combines statistical and algebraic concepts and previews Calculus work with functions.  Technology, i.e. graphing calculator and computers, are used extensively for plotting functions, analyzing data, and simulating real world problems.  Enough trigonometry is available to constitute a standard pre-calculus course in trigonometry and circular functions.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Strong background in solving linear and quadratic equations and linear systems

· Experience with exponents, logarithms, and triangle trigonometry

· Completing daily homework

Expectations: 
Students will:

· interpret data, predict future outcomes, and discuss accuracy of predictions.

· identify, interpret and analyze functions that may be used in future courses.

· extend their trigonometry background and use trigonometry in real world situations.

· use available technology to help simplify their work in all of the above.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All career pathways

Course: Pre-Calculus and Discrete Math 
Course #:       

MAT420
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

MAT320
Considerations: Must have a graphing calculator.  TI84 is recommended.  TI89 or TI-Nspire calculators are not allowed in any LM math courses except AP Calculus.
Course Description: 
PDM integrates the concepts underlining Calculus with the topics of discrete mathematics.  For example, infinite sequences are meshed with discrete mathematics.  For example, infinite sequences are meshed with recursion and mathematical induction.  Formal logic and combinatorics stand beside derivatives and simple integrals.  All topics are presented with real world applications.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Emerging skill with a graphing calculator

· Reading and problem-solving

· Using a good working knowledge of algebra and trigonometry

· Strong work ethic

Expectations: 
Students will:

· present a mathematical argument using formal logic.

· analyze rational, polynomial, trigonometric and exponential functions.

· use formal logic, recursion formulas and mathematical induction.

· work with combinations and graph/circuits.

· define and find simple derivatives and integrals.

· apply vectors to mathematical problems.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All career pathways


Course: Advanced Placement

              Calculus (AB and BC)
Course #:       

 MAT510(AB)

                                     MAT520(BC)
Grade Level: 

 9-12 
Credit Hours: 
 10 credits (AB)




 15 credits (BC)
Length:

 2 semesters

Format:

         

            (AB is 40 minutes daily) 

(BC is 40 min. daily 1st sem.; 

     85 minutes daily 2nd sem.)
Prerequisite: 

 MAT420
Considerations: Students may want to take the AP Calculus exam in May.  Must have graphing calculator. TI84 is recommended. 
Course Description: 
Students will analyze and solve non-trivial mathematical problems related to calculus.  Mathematical modeling and communication will be emphasized.  The course surveys the mathematics of change from elementary derivatives through sophisticated integrals to infinite series.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Good skill with a graphing calculator

· An intrinsic motivation to learn mathematics

· A good-to-excellent knowledge of pre-calculus

· A strong work Ethic
Expectations: 
Students will:

· analyze functions using the concepts of limits and continuity.

· find and apply the derivatives of “elementary” functions.

· find and apply the integrals of “elementary” functions.

· analyze infinite series.

· apply calculus to polar and parametric functions.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Business/Information Management/Marketing

Engineering/Industrial/Technological Sciences

Health Sciences

Course: Probability & Statistics
Course #:

MAT330
Grade Level:

11-12

Credit Hours:
5 

Length:

1 semester

Format:

40 minutes daily

Prerequisite:

Three years  of high school math, including MAT220.

Considerations: Graphing calculators are recommended but not required.

Course Description:
Probability and Statistics is intended to develop statistical literacy and thinking.  Probability and Statistics will develop skills to interpret results, write explanations, find patterns, and make decisions.  Included are units on data classification, frequency distribution and their graphs, and measures of central tendency.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Willingness to Learn

· Class Participation

· Basic Advanced Algebra Skills

Expectations:
Students will:

· Use available technology

· Actively participate during class time

· Extend their basic understanding of probability and statistics


Course: Advanced Placement 

              Statistics
Course #: 

MAT530

Grade Level: 

10-12

Credit Hours: 
10

Length:

2 semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily

Prerequisite:

MAT320
Considerations: Students may want to take the AP Statistics exam in May.  Must have graphing calculator. TI84 is recommended. 
Course Description:  

AP Statistics reflects the content of a typical introductory college course in statistics.  The course is divided into four major themes: exploratory data analysis, probability, statistical inference, and planning and conducting a study.  Students will look for patterns and deviations from those patterns in data using both graphical and numerical techniques, use probability to anticipate the distribution of data to be collected, design ways to collect data while avoiding bias, and make inferences from samples of data.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Familiarity with a graphing calculator

· Good writing skills

· Solid foundation in statistics as covered in F,S & T.

Expectations:
Students will:

· Become adept at determining and analyzing measures of center and spread

· Use appropriate technology to create data displays

· Model bivariate data using regression models

· Test hypotheses via sampling

· Understand confidence intervals

· Understand the concepts of probability as applied to distributions of data

· Understand and analyze normal, t, and chi-square distributions

Course: College Mathematics
Course #:

MAT430
Grade Level:

11-12

Credit Hours:
2.5 Credit/Fail

Length:

1 quarter

Format:

40 minutes daily

Prerequisite:

3 years of high

                                        school Math

Considerations:  Graphing calculators are required.  TI-84 is recommended.

Course Description:  College Mathematics will continue to develop skills previously learned in other mathematics courses.  Included are units on slope, polygons, graphing, variation equations, trig functions, distance formula, and other ACT prep areas.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Willingness to learn

· Class participation

· Basic Algebra and Geometry skills

· Basic understanding of Trig Functions

Expectations:
Students will:

· Use available technology

· Actively participate during class time

· Extend their basic understanding of mathematics

· Recognize mathematical topics when problem solving


Course: Ninth Grade Band
Course #:       

MUS110
Grade Level: 

9 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

8th grade band or approval.
Fee: 
$45.00 if using a school wind instrument $35.00 if using school percussion instrument.
Considerations: Some instruments are provided.  Most students own their own instrument.
Course Description: 
Ninth Grade Band is a concert band which rehearses daily.  The group learns and performs concert band music.  In addition, members will learn fundamentals of marching.  Each member receives a lesson each cycle.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Understanding the elements of music

· Having an elementary proficiency on an instrument

· Practicing individually

· Working in a group

Expectations: 
Students will:

· perform group music at level 3 & 4.

· play individual music at the advanced level.

· march at a proficient level while playing.

· function successfully as a member of a group.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All Career Pathways

Arts & Communications

Course: Ninth-Grade Choir
Course #:       

MUS120
Grade Level: 

9 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

None
Fee: 


None
Course Description: 
Ninth-grade choir is a class that meets daily.  The choir rehearses and performs four concerts locally each school year.  Fundamentals of good singing and group dynamics are stressed.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

Desire to learn to sing

Desire to be a part of a group

Knowing basic element of music

Strong work ethic

Expectations: 
Students will:

be able to use correct singing technique.

be able to perform music appropriate to their level.

demonstrate ability to use basic elements of music.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways

Arts & Communications


Course: Marching Band
Course #: 

MUS280

Grade Level:

10-12 (9th by

                                    Audition)

Credits:

2.5

Length:

1 quarter (1st 
Format:

Early-Bird 

                                    (7:15-8:00 a.m.)

Prerequisite:

none
Course Description:  The elective class meets daily during 1st Quarter from 7:15-7:55 a.m., and is recommended for all grade 10-12 band members.  Interested incoming 9th grade band members will have an opportunity to audition for the Marching Lions, and will be selected based on musical ability and instrumentation needs.  The color section is open to non-band members with dance experience, or students who have the desire to perform in front of thousands of people and be a part of the largest student group at Linn-Mar!  Auditions for the color guard and incoming 9th graders will take place during the 2nd semester of the previous school year.  The Marching Lions perform at the Swamp Fox and Linn-Mar Homecoming Parade, all home football games, 4-5 contests, the Indoor Marching Band Classic, and the Band Extravaganza.

Expectations:
Students will:

· Perform group music at levels 2-6.

· Play individual music at the advanced level.

· March while playing at an advanced level.

· Take lessons either at school or privately.

· Function successfully as a member of the group.

· Be in Concert Band (exception: Color Guard).
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways

Arts & Communications


Course: Concert Band
Course #:       

MUS200A/B or C
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 
9th Band/ inst. permission
Fee: 



$45.00 if using a school wind instrument

$35.00 if using school percussion
Considerations: Students in both String Orchestra and Band should enroll in Band/Orchestra MUS250.
Course Description: 
Wind Ensemble MUS200A (1-4 quarters) Emphasis is on the preparation and performance of college/university level grade 4-6 quality literature for wind band and percussion.  10-11 grade students receive at least one lesson per six day cycle.  Private lessons are recommended.

Wind Symphony MUS200C (1-4 quarters) - Emphasis is on the preparation and performance of advanced high school and college level grade 3-5 literature for wind band and percussion.  10-11 grade students receive at least one lesson per six day cycle.  Private lessons are recommended.

Symphonic Band MUS200B (1-4 quarters) - Emphasis is on the preparation and performance of high school level grade 2-4 quality literature for wind band and percussion.  10-11 grade students receive at least one lesson per six day cycle.  Private lessons are recommended. 

Expectations: 
Students will:

· perform group music at level 2-6.

· play individual music at the advanced level.

· take lessons either at school or privately.
· function successfully as a member of a group.

Course: Concert Choir
Course #:       

MUS210A/B or C
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

9th Choir/instructor

                                               permission
Considerations: All registrants will complete a vocal audition and be placed in the appropriate ensemble by the instructors.
Course Description: 
Select Women’s Choir MUS210C (1-4 quarters). Emphasis will be on preparation of advanced quality choral music by established and emerging composers for this genre.  Soloist voice as well as strong choral singers will be the foundation of this group.  Students will receive a weekly lesson in each nine week period.  Private lessons are recommended.

Concert Chorale MUS210B (1-4 quarters): Emphasis will be on the preparation of choral works for larger forces, i.e., music for double choir, major choral works with orchestra, music for operatic choruses, as well as standard acapella literature.  Students will receive a weekly lesson in each nine week period.  Private lessons are recommended.

Chamber Singers MUS210A (1-4 quarters): Emphasis will be on the preparation of choral works for smaller forces, i.e. madrigals, early music, and contemporary music.  Students will receive a weekly lesson in each nine week period.  Private lessons are recommended.
Expectations: 
Students will:

· Perform advanced high school and college level music.

· Have strong independent choral singing skills.

· Take lessons either at school or privately.

· Function successfully as a member of a group.

· Be prepared to sing in collegiate and community choral ensembles.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways

Arts & Communications


Course: Concert Orchestra
Course #:       

MUS230
Grade Level: 

9-11 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

 Instructor approval
Fee: 

$45 instrument rental fee 
Considerations:  All incoming 9th Grade students should enroll in Concert Orchestra.  Students in both Symphonic Strings and Ninth Grade Band should enroll in Band/Orchestra MUS250.
Course Description: 
Concert Orchestra MUS230 (1-4 quarters).  Emphasis is on the preparation and performance of high school level grade 2-4 quality literature for the string instruments.  Lessons are offered during a 6-day cycle: students are scheduled based on schedule availability.  Private lessons are recommended.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Understanding the elements of music

· Playing an instrument with advanced proficiency

· Practicing individually

· Working in a group

Expectations: 
Students will:

· perform group music at level 2-4.

· play individual music at an advanced level.

· meet group expectations and function as an important part of the group.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways

Arts & Communications

Course: Symphonic Strings
Course #:

MUS240

Grade Level:

9-12

Credits:

10

Length:

2 semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily

Prerequisite:

Instructor approval

Fee:

$45 Instrument rental fee

Considerations: Students in both String Orchestra and Band should enroll in Band/Orchestra MUS250.  All students must audition for the director to be enrolled within this ensemble.  Specific audition materials are required for the audition and can be acquired from the director.
Course Description:

Symphony Strings MUS240 (1-4 quarters).  Emphasis is on the preparation and performance of college/university/professional level grade 3-6 quality literature for string instruments.  The orchestra will also participate along with the wind, brass, and percussion instruments to form the Full-Symphony Orchestra.  Lessons are offered during a 6-day cycle: students are scheduled based on schedule availability.  Private lessons are recommended.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Understanding the elements of music

· Playing an instrument with advanced proficiency

· Practicing individually

· Working in a group

Expectations: 
Students will:

· perform group music at level 3-6.

· play individual music at an advanced level.

· meet group expectations and function as an important part of the group.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways

Arts & Communications

Course: Band/Orchestra
Course #:       

MUS250
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters

Format:

40 minutes daily
Prerequisite: 

 MUS110
Fee: 


 
$45.00 if using a school instrument

$35.00 if using school percussion
Considerations: Teacher recommendation required.

Course Description: 
Students will rehearse and perform with band and orchestra as arranged throughout the year.  Combined course description for Band and Orchestra apply to the course.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Understanding the elements of music

· Having advanced proficiency on an instrument

· Practicing individually

· Working in a group

Expectations: 
Students will:

· perform group music at level 4-6.

· play individual music at the advanced level.

· march while playing at an advanced level.

· function successfully as a member of a group.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways

Arts & Communications


Course: Earth/Physical Science
Course #:       

SCI110
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 Quarters

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: Meets the physical science requirement for graduation.
Course Description: Students will be introduced to topics of concern to human society in the areas of earth history, fossils, dinosaurs, oceanography, plate tectonics, volcanoes, earthquakes, space exploration, weather and astronomy.  In conjunction with the areas listed, students will study the following basic topics in physical science:  volume and mass of matter, changes in mass, characteristic properties of substances, solubility, mixtures, compounds, elements, radioactivity and the atomic model of matter.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Reading, listening, note-taking.

· Using basic math to solve problems

· Performing basic lab procedures

· Working in a group and independently
Expectations: 
Students will:

· understand the process of investigation, the forming of hypotheses and conclusions.

· understand that the earth includes forces that affect the physical world around them.

· understand the transformation of energy to radiation, conduction, or convection.

· demonstrate and utilize scientific equipment and technology and integrate them to meet the students’ learning goals.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Agriscience and Natural Resources

Engineering/Industrial/Technological Sciences

Course: Geology
Course #:

SCI380
Grade Level:

10-12

Credits:

5

Length:

1 Quarter

Format:

Block

Prerequisite:

MAT220 or

                                     MAT170 and SCI110
Considerations:  Meets the physical science requirement for graduation.

Course Description:
Students will receive an intense, in-depth look into the core subjects of geology, which include: physical, structural and environmental geology, crystallography, mineralogy, stratigraphy, geomorphology, and mapping with the use of GPS and GIS programs.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Ability to read, understand and interpret information.

· Using higher level math skills to solve problems.

· Performing advanced lab procedures and hands-on activities.

· Working and solving problems both in a group and/or independently.

· Abstract thinking and creativity.

· Computer skills.

Expectations:
Students will:

· Understand the geological processes (mineralogy, geology)

· Understand the chemistry behind mineral formation

· Demonstrate an understanding of the formation of all types of rocks

· Understand a historical aspect of geologic processes

· Interpret rock layering and analyze environmental impact

· Apply mapping skills with GPS and GIS

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
Advanced Manufacturing Technology

Agriscience

Education and Human Services

Engineering and Human Services


Course: Meteorology/Astronomy
Course #:

SCI390
Grade Levels:
10-12

Credits:

5

Length:

1 Quarter

Format:

Block

Prerequisite:

MAT220 or 

                                  MAT170 and SCI110

Considerations: Meets the physical science requirement for graduation.

Course Description:

Meteorology will include in-depth study of topics relating to the atmosphere.  Students will engage in the use of weather instruments in conjunction with various atmospheric conditions, forecasting, pollution, and solar radiation.  Astronomy topics included will be stellar evolution, optics, forces (gravitational, inertial, nuclear, magnetic, etc.) and the universe (theories, black matter, quasars, etc.)

Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Ability to read, understand and interpret information

· Using higher level math skills to solve problems

· Performing advanced lab procedures and hands-on activities

· Working and solving problems both in a group and/or independently

· Abstract thinking and creativity

Expectations:
Students will:

· Demonstrate the use of weather and astronomy instruments

· Interpret weather maps and forecast future weather conditions

· Understand forces driving weather

· Identify numerous weather patterns

· Understand the forces and concepts associated with astronomy

· Debate the scientific theories of dying stars and the universe beginning

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
Advanced Manufacturing Technology

Agriscience

Education and Human Services

Engineering and Human Services

Course: General  Biology
Course #:       

 SCI210
Grade Level: 

 9-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

 2 Quarters
Format:

 Block
Prerequisite: 

 None
Considerations: Meets the life science graduation requirement.  A prerequisite for Human Anatomy, Bioethics, and AP Biology.
Course Description: 
General Biology is a survey course in life science. The areas investigated in this class are: Biological Structure and Function; Heredity; Life’s Continuity and Change; Diversity of Life.
Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Listening attentively, note-taking

· Working independently and/or in small groups

· Completing in and out-of-class assignments

· Following verbal and written instructions

· Organizing materials

· Practicing a productive work ethic

· Exercising personal responsibility

· Thinking logically and analytically

· Gathering and processing information from a variety of sources
Expectations: 
Students who have completed this course should know:

· The structure and functions of cells and their relation to heredity.

· The theory of Evolution and its connections to understanding biology.

· The organization and diversity of living things including: bacteria, protists, fungi, plants, and animals and the role that each plays in the living world.
· Various technological applications used in biology, including biotechnology.
· How biology affects most aspects of human life.
· The systems and components of the earthworm and fetal pig are studied in dissections and as they relate to invertebrate and vertebrate characteristics.
Career Pathway(s) related to content:
Agriscience and Natural Resources

Family and Human Services

Health Science


Course: BiologyFundamentals 1
Course#:

SCI205
Grade Level:

10-12

Credits:


10

Length:


2 Quarters

Format:


Block

Prerequisite:

Approval

Considerations: Biology Fundamentals I and Biology Fundamentals II together meet the life science graduation requirement.  These are a prerequisite for SCI 410, SCI370 and SCI510.

Course Description: Biology Fundamentals I is a semester long course in life science.  The areas investigated in this class are scientific processes, chemistry of life, biological structures and function, and heredity.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Listening attentively, note-taking

· Working independently and in small groups

· Completing in and out of class assignments

· Following verbal and written instructions

· Organizing materials

· Practicing a productive work ethic

· Exercising personal responsibility

· Thinking logically and analytically

· Gathering and processing information from

           a variety of sources

Expectations
Students will understand:

· The processes involved in practicing good scientific thought.

· The chemicals necessary for life.

· The properties all living things share.

· The structure and functions of cells and how the cell is capable of sustaining life.

· The processes of mitosis and meiosis and the importance of these types of cell division to human life.

· The key concepts of heredity – including DNA, genes, chromosomes, meiosis and variations.

· Various technological applications used in biology, including biotechnology.

· How biology affects most aspects of human life.

Course: BiologyFundamentals II
Course#:

SCI215
Grade Level:

10-12

Credits:


10

Length:


2 Quarters

Format:


Block

Prerequisite:

Approval

Considerations: Biology Fundamentals I and Biology Fundamentals II together meet the life science graduation requirement.  These are a prerequisite for SCI 410, SCI370 and SCI510.

Course Description: Biology Fundamentals II is a semester long course in life science.  The areas investigated in this class are Life’s Continuity and Change; and Diversity of Life (including viruses; bacteria; protists; fungi; and animals).

Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Listening attentively, note-taking

· Working independently and in small groups

· Completing in and out of class assignments

· Following verbal and written instructions

· Organizing materials

· Practicing a productive work ethic

· Exercising personal responsibility

· Thinking logically and analytically

· Gathering and processing information from

           a variety of sources

Expectations
Students will understand:

· The theory of Evolution and its connections to understanding biology.
· The organization and diversity of living things including bacteria, protists, fungi, plants, and animals and the role each plays in the living world.

· Various technological applications used in biology, including biotechnology.

· How biology affects most aspects of human life.

· The systems and components of the earthworm and fetal pig as studied in dissections and as they relate to human systems and components.

Course: Environmental Field Science
Course #:

SCI220

Grade Level: 

10 – 12 

Credits: 

10

Length: 

Two quarters

Format: 

Block

Prerequisite:   

SCI110, SCI210, 

                                       SCI215 or AGR110 

Considerations: This is an applications class requiring research and initiative on the part of the student.

Course Description:  Environmental Field Science is an applied class.  It uses background information from Biological and Earth sciences as a basis for understanding, and then addresses local ecosystems and larger scale environmental systems from a problem-based approach.  Students use background information and research to solve real-life problems and come up with practical solutions.  Content includes an Earth systems approach to understanding the environment focusing on biodiversity and ecology; water quality; land use, soils and mapping; and human influences and impacts, with field components incorporated into each unit.

Skills Needed to be Successful: 

· Personal initiative and responsibility for completing research
· Ability to multitask and to carry out long term projects
· Problem solve and propose and defend alternative solutions to problems
· Logical and analytical thinking

· Collect, analyze and interpret data

· Attention to detail

· Following instructions

Expectations:
The students will understand:

· the interactions of spheres of the Earth that create a working ecosystem.

· the manner in which energy flows through ecosystems and the interactions of organisms with one another and their surrounding environment.

· aspects of surface water and groundwater quality including the water cycle, various forms of pollutants and their consequences, laws, how to test water and solutions for addressing water quality problems.

· how humans and other organisms use, interpret, modify and influence the land.

· the impact that humans have had on the Earth system and how we can work toward sustainability.


Course: General Chemistry
Course #:       

SCI310
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 Quarters

Format:

Block 
Prerequisite: 

Algebra
Considerations: Meets the physical science graduation requirement.
Course Description: 
General Chemistry is a two quarter block class that explores nature of matter and how it changes. It emphasizes the relationship between chemistry and real-world applications.  General Chemistry covers the same topics as Chemistry I and is suitable for all students with a variety of career interests.  It meets all college entrance requirements.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Reading, listening, note-taking

· Solving problems using algebra

· Performing basic laboratory procedures

· Working independently and in groups

Expectations: 
Students will:

· understand the nature of science.

· understand the structure and properties of matter.

· understand atomic structure, chemical bonding, and reactions.

· understand the interaction between chemistry, society, and the environment.

· understand chemistry with regard to technology and careers.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Agriscience and Natural Resources

Health Science

Engineering/Industrial/Technological Sciences

Course: Chemistry I
Course #:       

SCI320
Grade Level: 
 
9-12 
Credits: 

10 
Length:

2 Quarters

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

Algebra
Considerations: Meets the physical science graduation requirement.
Course Description: 
Chemistry I is a two quarter block class  that explores the nature of matter and how it changes.  It provides the fundamentals of chemistry with real-world connections.  Chemistry I covers the same topics as  General Chemistry and is intended for students with a strong interest in science, math, or engineering careers.  It meets all college entrance requirements.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Reading, listening, taking notes

· Solving problems using algebra

· Performing basic lab procedures

· Working in groups and independently

Expectations: 
Students will:

· perform and analyze ecperiments.

· understand the nature of science and scientific models.

· understand the structure and properties of matter.

· understand atomic structure and chemical bonding.

· understand nuclear and chemical reactions.

· understand chemistry with regard to technology and careers.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Agriscience and Natural Resources

Health Science

Engineering/Industrial/Technological Sciences


Course: General Physics
Course #:       

SCI350
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 quarters

Format:

Block
Prerequisites: 
Algebra, (Geometry recommended)
Considerations: Meets the physical science graduation requirement.  
Course Description: 
Physics examines the fundamental properties and laws of the physical world.  These properties include motion, forces, momentum, energy, and waves.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Using algebra concepts
· Independent problem solving
· Open-minded and creative thinking

· Performing hands-on activities

· Working diligently, independently and in groups
Expectations: 
Students will:

· understand how the scientific process works.

· describe and apply Newton’s three laws of motion.

· describe and apply changes in motion of an object.
· understand and apply gravitational force.
· describe and apply light and sound waves.
· design and construct apparatus to demonstrate fundamental properties.
· interpret results of experimental observations.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Engineering/Industrial/Technological Sciences

Health Sciences

Course: Bioethics
Course #:       

SCI370
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits:
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

SCI210
Considerations: None
Course Description: 
Bioethics examines contemporary issues related to the fields of biology and genetics and how technology has caused conflicts within society.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Gathering information from a variety of sources

· Open-mindedness

· Critical problem solving

· Communicating orally and in writing

Expectations: 
Students will:

· examine various sources of information in a critical manner.

· provide examples of advancements in technology that have raised ethical questions.

· identify their own values; explain them and their origin.

· demonstrate their ability to solve a personal dilemma where beliefs and values conflict.

· differentiate between genes, DNA, and nucleotides.

· explain how traits are passed from one generation to the next.

· provide examples of how ethics is used in certain businesses.

· use technology to gather and share information.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All six Career Pathways


Course: Anatomy & Physiology
Course #:       

SCI410
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits:
 
10
Length:

2 quarters 

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

SCI 210, 310/320
Considerations: None
Course Description: 
Anatomy and Physiology provides students with the fundamental concepts of human structure and function as it pertains to their bodies.  It is designed to lead students into a basic career in the health field and prepare students for post-secondary education.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Study skills, reading, comprehension.
· Working collegially with others.
· Ability to question openly.
· Producing quality assignments.
Expectations: 
Students will:

· Use and understand descriptive and directional terminology.
· Explain the basic concept of homeostasis and how homeostatic mechanisms apply to the human body.
· Describe the structure and function of cells and tissues.
· Identify and describe the major gross and microscopic anatomical components of the body’s systems and explain their functional roles.
· Solve and design case studies relating to systems of the body.
· Share examples of potential careers in medicine.
· Explain the varied uses of technology I medicine.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All six Career Pathways

Course: Advanced Placement Biology
Course #:       

SCI510
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
15 
Length:

 3 quarters
Format:

 Block 
Prerequisite: 
SCI210, SCI310/320
Fee: None, except for optional AP Exam.
Considerations: A few evening lab sessions are necessary.  Dissection with species to be determined is required.  
Course Description: 
AP Biology is an in-depth study of the field of biology.  It is designated to prepare students for successful completion of the College Board exam.  Areas of emphasis include energy pathways; cell, genetics and genetic engineering; and organisms and their environments.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Good reading comprehension

· Identifying key information

· Organizing and managing time

· Communicating information so others understand
Expectations: 
Students will:

· describe the role cells play as the structural and functional units of life.

· explain how physical and chemical changes produce cellular processes.

· discuss how hereditary events control the passage of structural information from one generation to the next.

· demonstrate an understanding of the role natural selection plays in evolution.

· provide evidence of the relationships between structure and function when examining a variety of organisms.

· use effectively various forms of technology to gather and report information.

· share potential careers whose base knowledge is in the field of biology.


Course: Advanced Placement Chemistry
Course #:       

SCI520
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
15

Length:

3 Qtrs. 
Format:

Block

Prerequisite: 

SCI320 or approval
Fee: None, except for optional AP Exam.
Considerations: Students should have a scientific calculator.  
Course Description: 
AP Chemistry is a three quarter block course covering the basics of chemistry at the college level.  Students may elect to take the national AP Chemistry exam for college credit in the spring.  Areas of emphasis include atomic structure, molecular bonding, thermochemistry, kinetics, and chemical equilibria.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Working independently

· Managing time successfully

· Reading, listening, note-taking

· Solving problems using advanced algebra

· Performing basic laboratory techniques
Expectations: 
Students will:

· perform, analyze, interpret, and evaluate experiments.

· understand the nature of science and scientific models.

· understand the molecular, atomic, and nuclear structure.

· understand reactions in terms of changes to structure, mass, and energy.

· understand chemistry with regard to technology and careers.


Course: Advanced Placement Physics (B)
Course #:       

SCI530
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
15

Length:

3 Qtrs. 
Format:

Block

Prerequisite: 
Advanced Algebra, Chemistry (General Physics is NOT a pre-requisite)
Fee: None, except for optional AP Exam.
Considerations:  Students should have a scientific calculator. 

 Course Description:  AP Physics is a three quarter block course covering the basics of physics at the college level.  Students taking this course should have a strong interest in engineering or other related science areas.  Students may elect to take the national AP Physics exam for college credit in the spring.  Areas of emphasis include electricity, magnetism, atomic and nuclear physics, motion, thermodynamics and optics.

 Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Using advanced algebra and geometry concepts

· Solving problems independently

· Open-minded and creative thinking

· Performing hands-on activities

· Working diligently, independently and in groups

· Ability to read, understand and interpret information

 Expectations:

Students will:

· Understand and apply the principles of motion.

· Understand and apply the principles of fluid mechanics and thermal physics.

· Understand and apply the properties of electricity and magnetism.

· Understand and apply the properties of waves and optics.

· Understand the phenomena of atomic and nuclear physics.

· Design and conduct experiments to demonstrate fundamental properties.

· Interpret and apply results of experimental observations.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Engineering/Industrial/Technological Sciences

Health Science

Course: Intro to Engineering Design
Course #:       

SCI600
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
10

Length:

2 Qtrs. 
Format:

Block

Prerequisite: 

Algebra I
Considerations:  Project Lead The Way (PLTW) engineering courses do not replace other science classes.  Students taking PLTW courses should also take 3 or more semesters of traditional science courses.  Students enrolled in SCI600 can earn college credit at Kirkwood Community College.

Course Description:  Students in this hands-on, project-based course will focus on creative design processes, communication skills, and teamwork skills.  3D CAD software will be used to produce, analyze, and evaluate product models.  Sketching, geometric relationships, 3D modeling, production, and marketing will be studied through the development of designs.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Computer skills
· Creativity
· Written and oral communication
· Time management
· Effective teamwork
Expectations:

Students will:

· Use creative design processes to improve existing products and invent new ones.

· use sketching, writing, and presenting to communicate creative design ideas.

· understand the potential impact of ideas and products on society.

· manage time, resources, and projects.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

 Project Lead the Way Engineering Pathway
Course: Principles of Engineering
Course #:       

SCI610
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
10

Length:

2 Qtrs. 
Format:

Block

Prerequisite: 

Algebra I, Intro to Engineering Design (SCI600)
Considerations:  Meets the physical science graduation requirement.

Course Description:  Students will develop problem-solving skills by tackling real-world problems.  This is a hands-on, project-based course designed to teach students about the field of engineering and engineering technologies.  Topics covered include dynamics and kinematics, machines, thermodynamics, control systems and strength of materials.

 Skills Needed to be Successful:
· Using algebra concepts

· Independent problem solving

· Open-minded and creative thinking

· Performing hands-on activities

· Working diligently, independently, and in groups.
 Expectations:

Students will:

· Solve practical and technical problems using science, math, and creative design processes.

· use appropriate written and visual mediums to communicate designs.

· manage time, resources, and projects.

· collect and analyze data.

 Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

 Project Lead the Way Engineering Pathway

Course: Digital Electronics

(Project Lead the Way Course #3, listed in Industrial Technology Section).
Course#:

IND620
Grade Level: 

10-12

Credits: 

10

Length:

 2 quarters
Format:

Block
Prerequisite:  

SCI600 and SCI610
Considerations: This is the third course recommended in the Project Lead the Way engineering sequence.  Students enrolled in Digital Electronics can earn college credit at Kirkwood Community College.

Course Description:

This is a course in applied logic that encompasses the application of electronic circuitry and devices. Computer simulation software is used to design and test digital circuitry prior to the actual construction of circuits and devices.

Skills Needed to Be Successful:

· Thinking and reasoning to solve mathematical problems
· Reading
· Performing hands-on activities
· Working individually and in teams
· Using basic lab safety procedures
Expectations:

Students will:

· Integrate math, science and technology to solve problems

· Conduct research

· Understand real-world impacts

· Analyze data

· Learn outside the classroom

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Engineering/Industrial Technological Sciences/PLTW
Course: Biotechnical Engineering

Course #:

SCI630
Grade Level:

10-12

Credits:

10

Length:

2 quarters

Format:

Block

Prerequisite:

Biology, Algebra I
Considerations: This is a course in the Project Lead The Way (PLTW) engineering sequence.  Students in Biotechnical Engineering can earn college credit at Kirkwood Community College.

Course Description:  This is an inquiry based-course designed to allow students to explore the details of biotechnical engineering.  Students will learn about concepts related to biomechanics, genetic engineering, and forensics.  Students apply these concepts with hands on, projects, activities and laboratories.

Skills Needed to Be Successful:
· Thinking, reasoning, and problem solving skills

· Perform hands-on activities

· Use appropriate lab safety procedures

· Communicate effectively with others
Expectations:
Students will:

· Integrate science, math, and technology to solve problems

· Understand ways biotechnology in integrated into industry and society

· Apply lab techniques used in forensics, genetic engineering, biomedical engineering, agricultural engineering and environmental engineering

· Work individually and collaboratively with peers while managing time and resources to complete projects.
Course: US History 9
Course #:       

SOC110
Grade Level: 

9 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 quarters

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: Required for graduation
Course Description: 
US History, 1865-present focuses on the people, ideas, and events that have helped create the nation and world we live in today.  Students are introduced to several “big” questions that quide their exploration of the growth and development of America. They are asked to develop and defend their own answers to these questions.  Students are required to examine why events happened as they did, and explain how our past is related to our present.  Throughout the course a variety of learning activities, requiring both group and individual effort, allow students to become actively involved learners.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Understanding what they read

· Writing and speaking so that others understand their ideas

· Using a variety of resources to find answers to student-generated questions

· Using logical thinking and decision-making skills to solve problems

· Working well with others

· Productive work ethic
Expectations: 
Students will be able to answer the following questions:

· What makes significant history?

· Who are “the people” and what is the “union” of the United States?

· How can the American people insure domestic tranquility and promote the general welfare?

· How can “We the people” establish justice and secure the blessings of liberty?

· What does it mean to provide for the common defense?

Course: US History I
Course #:       

SOC130
Grade Level: 

9 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 quarters

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: Recommended for students with a strong interest in reading and writing in history.  The analysis of historical materials and the development of essay-writing skills will be emphasized.  Students who are highly successful in this course may move into the AP World History elective to satisfy their world history requirement.  Successful completion of U.S. History 9 or U.S. History I is required for graduation.
Course Description: 
U.S. History I explores the period from the Gilded Age to present focusing on the people, ideas, and events that have helped to create the nation and world we live in today.  Strong emphasis is placed on developing skills in reading, interpretation, and analysis of primary source historical documents.  Writing of well-reasoned essay responses to questions of historical significance is also emphasized.  Students will examine events and ideas from a variety of perspectives as they learn how to take a position on an issue, develop a thesis statement, and use evidence to defend their position.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Managing time

· Aptitude for reading critically

· Using a variety of resources to find answers of historical significance

· Using logical and analytical thinking and decision-making skills to solve problems

· Productive work ethic

Expectations: 
Students will:
· Explore the question “What makes significant history?
· Understand and be able to demonstrate how historical arguments are structured?
· Use evidence to support a thesis.
· Compare past American cultural experiences with present conditions.
· Learn about the beliefs of the American democratic system.
· Analyze how change occurs over time.
· Experience historical investigation and writing.
Course: World History
Course #:       

SOC270
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 quarters

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

SOC110 or 120
Considerations:  Required for graduation.
Course Description: 
This course is designed to make students better global citizens through the investigation of the foundations of our modern world.  This will be done by researching various civilizations from ancient civilizations through modern times.  Students will evaluate the complex and constantly changing nature of the world’s political, economic, and social systems.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Willingness to work effectively (individually and cooperatively).

· Ability to express ideas verbally and in writing.

· Ability to read with comprehension.

· Ability to investigate governments and culture using traditional methods as well as technological resources.

· Ability to keep and interactive student notebook.

Expectations: 
Students will:

· understand the significant accomplishments of a variety of civilizations.

· recognize significant events according to time period.

· be able to relate past events to present-day situations.

· develop the skills necessary to explore cultures.

· be able to discuss historical events orally and in writing.
· be able to differentiate between various systems of government.


Course: Economics
Course #:       

SOC310
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: Offered 2nd semester only. Meets social studies elective graduation requirement.
Course Description: 
Students will examine the structure and operation of the American economics system from both theoretical and practical application points of view.  In addition, current economic issues and the impact of the global economy on our society will be explored.  Curriculum materials developed for the Junior Achievement Applied Economics program will be used.  A member of the metro area business community will interact with students.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Willingness to work effectively (individually and cooperatively)

· Reading with comprehension (exposure to current and historical data)

· Writing clearly and understandably (note-taking in a note file)
Expectations: 
Students will:

· demonstrate knowledge of the American economics system (supply, demand, market price, production, productivity, competition, money and financial institutions, role of labor, role of government).

· demonstrate understanding of how businesses develop and operate.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
Arts & Communication
Engineering/Industrial/Technological Sciences

Business/Information Management/Marketing

Course: Law and the Constitution
Course #:       

SOC320
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: Meets social studies elective graduation requirement.
Course Description: 
The first half of this course focuses on the elements that go into the creation and operation of selected political systems, and on the basics of differing twentieth-century political philosophies such as democracy, communism, socialism, and fascism.  The second half of the course examines the development, structure, and operation of the American legal system.  Of special interest are an investigation of citizen rights and responsibilities, the role of the United States Supreme Court, and the functioning of courts as experienced through a mock trial.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Reading and interpreting political and legal materials

· Persuasive speaking and willingness to develop basic skills in courtroom proceedings

· Analytical and logical thinking

Expectations: 
Students will:

· be able to compare and contrast a variety of political belief systems and reach reasoned conclusions concerning their strengths and weaknesses.

· develop and effectively argue a court case based on a set of given facts and physical  evidence.

· research selected topics and write papers demonstrating development of a point of view.

· work effectively with other students to reach a common goal. Develop a greater sense of justice, tolerance, and fairness.


Course: Sociology
Course #:       

SOC330
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: Meets social studies elective graduation requirement
Course Description: 
This course is a study of human group behavior and social problems.  The course will explore the following concepts:  culture, socialization, deviance and social control, social stratification, minority groups,  marriage and family.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Communicating verbally and in writing.

· Working in groups

· Productive work ethic

· Taking responsibility for personal actions

· Independent reading

· Listening attentively

Expectations: 
Students will:

· research and present multiple points of view for each content area.

· understand aspects of human interaction.

· develop tolerance for groups and individuals.

· apply sociological concepts to real-life situations.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Arts & Communication

Business/Information Management/Marketing

Family & Human Services

Course: Introductory Psychology
Course #:       

SOC340
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: Meets social studies elective graduation requirement.  This course is taught at the college-prep level and requires higher order thinking skills of application and analysis to be successful.  
Course Description: 
This course is designed to help students understand human behavior.  The student will learn about the history of psychology, career options, human development with an emphasis on adolescence and adulthood, methods of learning, personality development, and mental illness.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Communicating verbally and in writing

· Managing time

· Reading with comprehension

· Working in a team

· Critical thinking in evaluating content

Expectations: 
Students will:

· apply learning principles to everyday class activities.

· arrive in class with reading completed.

· understand and evaluate different theories related to psychology.

· identify and discuss career options in psychology.

· relate theories to human behavior.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All career pathways


Course: Government
Course #:       

SOC400
Grade Level: 

12 
Credits: 
 
5 
Length:

1 quarter

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

None
Considerations: Required for graduation
Course Description: 
We will be studying American Government to determine how students can best fulfill their responsibilities as citizens living in a democracy.  Course highlights will include a study of the three branches of government, political voting behavior, political party membership, interest groups, and elected officials.  The course will extend and reinforce an understanding of underlying principles upon which the United States government is based, including limited government, rules of law, federalism, and protection of individual rights.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Critical thinking ability

· Listening attentively

· Communicating through writing and speaking

· Independent reading

· Retrieving information 

· Working cooperatively and independently

· Decision making

· Public speaking

· Managing time
Expectations: 
Students will:

· clearly state and write opinions on current issues.

· be able to read and analyze current periodicals, newspapers and resource materials.

· be able to interpret political cartoons, televised news, graphs, charts, and tables.

· understand the role of local, state, and national governments.

· understand the national government’s role in foreign affairs.

· participate in the election process, work in a political campaign, write a letter to the editor, attend a political meeting, volunteer in the community, or contact a politician or government employee with a problem or concern of local, state, or national impact.
Course: Advanced Placement World History

Course #: 

SOC540

Grade Level: 

10-12

Credit Hours: 

15 credits

Length: 

3 Quarters

Format: 

Block

Prerequisite: 

None

Fee: None, except for optional AP Exam

and optional purchase of text.

Considerations: Instructor approval for grade 10. This course begins 2nd quarter.

Course Description: AP World History is a survey of the entirety of human history from a global comparative perspective. Not only will students learn about what makes cultures unique, but also the major themes and commonalities that have long connected the various peoples of earth. Students will also develop the skills they need to be prepared for the AP exam in May, should they choose to take that exam for possible college credit.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Reading comprehension

· Critical thinking skills

· Expressing ideas in writing
Expectations:

Students will:

· Carefully and diligently read their textbook.

· Participate in class discussions.

· Learn how to think analytically and write  persuasive historical essays. 

· Develop the skills needed to take challenging college-level tests in history. 


Course: Advanced Placement  U.S. History
Course #:       

SOC520
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 

15 
Length:

3 quarters
Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

SOC110
Fee:  None, except for optional AP Exam and optional purchase of text.
Considerations: Instructor approval for grade 10. Students may purchase textbooks.  This course begins 2nd quarter.  
Course Description: 
This course is designed to prepare students for success on the Advanced Placement United States History exam.  Students will participate in reading primary and secondary history materials, lectures, research projects, and group and individual presentations.  College level work is expected in this survey course which covers the full range of United States history from the earliest European explorations to the present.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Reading and interpretation of historical documents

· Writing historical essays and short research papers

· Participation in seminar style discussions of major historical issues

· Well-developed study skills

· Systematic preparation for a college level final exam
Expectations: 
Students will:

· prepare for and take the College Board Advanced Placement Exam in United States History.

· demonstrate an understanding of major issues and trends in United States history.

· improve their abilities to analyze and evaluate information and a data.

· effectively communicate ideas and present effective persuasive arguments.

Course: Advanced Placement  Psychology
Course #:       

SOC530
Grade Level: 

11-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 quarters 

                                    (2nd Semester)

Format:

Block
Prerequisite: 

SOC340

Fee:


None required –    

          Optional AP exam and purchasing of textbook
Considerations: Students may purchase textbook.
Course Description: 
Unlike other Advanced Placement classes, this meets for just two quarters.  Many areas of psychology are covered including:  history and approaches, states of consciousness, biological bases of behavior, cognition, testing and individual differences, sensation and perception, motivation and emotion, abnormal psychology and treatment, and social psychology.  The content is in addition to a review of all content covered in Introductory Psychology.  College level work is expected and the goal is preparation for the AP exam.  However, taking the AP exam is not required in order to receive credit for this course.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Reading comprehension!!!

· Well developed study skills

· Time management skills (45-60 minutes of reading or studying per night)

· High order thinking skills (application, analysis, and evaluation)

· Expressing ideas in critical writing

· Self-motivation
Expectations: 
Students will:

· complete all reading assignments.

· develop test-taking strategies.

· active participation in discussions and activities.

· demonstrate knowledge of multiple areas of psychology.

· demonstrate college level work in comprehension and communication.

· prepare for the College Board Advanced Placement Exam in Psychology.


Course: Advanced Placement American Government

Course #:


SOC500
Grade Level:


10-12

Credits:


10

Length:


2 quarters




         (2nd Semester)

Format:


Block

Prerequisite:


None
Fee:



None
Considerations:  Instructor approval for grade 10.  Optional AP exam and purchasing of textbook.
Course Description:  This course meets for just two quarters.  Several topics are covered in this course including: Constitutional underpinnings, political beliefs & behaviors, political parties, interest groups & mass media, institutions of national government, public policy, and civil rights and civil liberties.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

· Reading comprehension

· Well developed study skills

· Higher order thinking skills (application, analysis, and evaluation

· Expressing ideas in writing

· Self-motivation
Expectations: 
Students will:

· Complete all reading assignments

· Participate in discussions and activities

· Demonstrate college level work in comprehension and communication

· Demonstrate an understanding of major issues in American Government both historically and currently
Course:  Physical Education (BD)
Course #:       

ALT400
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters
Prerequisite: 

Inst. approval
Considerations: The student’s IEP determines specific skills taught and measured.
Course Description: BD adaptive PE is offered for students who cannot attend regular PE for various documented reasons.  This course meets the minimum state requirement of 50 minutes per week.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

Attending regularly

Following rules for the given activity

Participating

Expectations: 
Students will:

benefit through exercise.

learn new skills.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All Career Pathways


Course: Science (BD Program)
Course #:       

ALT403
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters
Prerequisite: 

Inst. approval
Considerations: The student’s IEP is used as the basis for determining specific skills taught and measured.

Course Description: BD science is offered to students to help fulfill credit requirements and life skills.  Students may select from Earth Science, health, General Science and Pre-Biology.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

Managing time

Accepting feedback

Interacting positively with peers

Expectations: 
Students will:

demonstrate growth in given units based on pre-and post-test scores.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways

Course: English (BD Program)
Course #:       

ALT405
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
10  credits
Length:

2  semesters
Prerequisite: 

Instuctor approval
Considerations: The student’s Individual Education Plan is used as the basis for determining specific skills taught and measured.
Course Description: BD English is a course which offers students practical communication skills that are needed to be successful in adulthood and on the job.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

Managing time

Accepting feedback

Interacting positively with peers and adults

Expectations: 
Students will:

demonstrate growth in given units based on pre- and post-test scores

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

All Career Pathways


Course: Math (BD Program)
Course #:       

ALT407
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2  semsters
Prerequisite: 

Inst. approval
Considerations: The student’s IEP is the basis for determining skills taught and measured.
Course Description: BD Math is offered to the students to help fulfill credit requirements and increase life skills.  Courses offered include Functional Math, Business/Occupational Math, Pre-Algebra and Pre-Geometry.  Other courses would be considered.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

Managing time

Accepting feedback

Interacting positively with peers and adults

Expectations: 
Students will:

demonstrate growth in given units based on pre-and post-test scores.

Course: Social Studies (BD Program)
Course #:       

ALT409
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
10 credits
Length:

2 semesters
Prerequisite: 

Inst. approval
Considerations: The student’s IEP is used as the basis fo determining specific skills taught and measured.
Course Description: BD social studies is offered to students to help fulfill credit requirements and acquire life skills.  Students may select from World History, U.S. History, Geography/Map skills, and Government. Other courses would be considered.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

Managing time

Accepting feedback

Interacting positively with peers and adults

Expectations: 
Students will:

demonstrate growth in given units based on pre-and post-test scores.


Course: Functional Reading (MDE Program)
Course #:       

ALT452
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 

10 
Length:

2 semesters
Prerequisite: 

Inst. approval
Considerations: The student’s IEP is the basis for determining skills taught and measured.
Course Description: This course emphasizes reading and writing skills to be successful in daily life and the world of work.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

Speaking and listening

Beginning writing

Positive attitude

Good attendance

Expectations: 
Students will:

complete various applications.

identify and understand survival signs.

use the telephone directory.

use the newspaper.

read laundry tags.

read food and other labels.

work on individualized skills.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways

Course: Daily Living Skills  (MDE Program)
Course #:       

ALT454
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters
Prerequisite: 

Inst. approval
Considerations: The student’s IEP is the basis for determining skills taught and measured.
Course Description: This course emphasizes the skills needed to independently maintain a household.

Skills Needed to be Successful:

Speaking and listening

Cooperation

Respect for others in a group setting

Positive attitude

Good attendance

Expectations: 
Students will:

read simple recipes.

follow 1-2 step directions.

prepare a simple meal.

do laundry.

clean.

practice kitchen safety.

work on individualized skills as per IEP.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways


Course: Social Skills  (MDE Program)
Course #:       

ALT456
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
10
Length:

2 semesters
Prerequisite: 

Inst. approval
Considerations: The student’s IEP is the basis for determining skills taught and measured.
Course Description: This course emphasizes the person to person interaction skills needed for success in the adult world.  Topics such as communication skills, conflict resolution, cooperation and teamwork will be discussed.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
Interacting positively with peers and adults.

Accepting and giving feedback.

Time management

Positive attitude

Expectations: 
Students will:

demonstrate growth as shown through on-going assessment per IEP.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways

Course: Community-Based Training  (MDE Program)
Course #:       

ALT458
Grade Level: 

9-12 
Credits: 
 
10 
Length:

2 semesters
Prerequisite: 

Inst. approval
Considerations: The student’s IEP is the basis for determining skills taught and measured.
Course Description: This course emphasizes the skills needed for community mobility and access.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
Cooperation

Following instructions

Respect for others in a group setting

Positive attitude

Good attendance

Expectations: 
Students will:

use city transportation.

participate in community tours.

grocery shop.

participate in recreational activities.

read community signs.

work on individualized skills as per IEP.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways


Course: Keyboard Skills 
Course #:       

 ALT500
Grade Level: 

 9-12 
Credit Hours: 
 2 credits
Length:

 As arranged

Format:

 As arranged
Prerequisite: 

 none
Considerations: This course is recommended for student who wish to develop a keyboarding skill using the touch typing method and to keyboard between 25-30 net words per minute.  This course is recommended for studentd who wish to take Computer Applications I but do not key at 25 words per minute.  

Course Description: 
This course will teach the keyboard and develop keyboarding speeds between 25 and 30 words per minute.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

Productive work ethic

Logical and analytical thinking

Communication

Expectations: 
Students will:
Keyboard at 25-30 net words per minute for one and three minutes on straight copy.
Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:

Business/Information Management/Marketing

Course: Directed Studies
Course:

ALT482

Grade Level:

9-12

Credits:

2.5

Length:

Quarter

Format:

40 minutes daily

Prerequisite:

Approval

Considerations: The students IEP is the basis for determining skills taught and measured.

Course Description:  This course emphasizes the skills needed for community mobility and access.

Skills Needed to be Successful:
Cooperation

Following instructions

Respect for others in a group setting

Positive attitude

Good attendance

Expectations: 
Students will:

work on individualized skills as per IEP.

Career Pathway(s) Related to Content:
All Career Pathways


Course: Freshman Seminar TAG 1
Course #:       

TAG410
Grade Level: 

9 
Credits: 
 
2.5 
Length:

1 Quarter
Prerequisite: 

Instructor approval
Considerations: This course is for students identified by established district guidelines.
Course Description: 
This course is designed to provide all of the Guidance 9 activities in addition to activities related to career investigation, future high school planning, and college planning.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

Productive work ethic

Managing time

Expectations: 
Students will:

Participate in class discussions and activities

Complete self-awareness inventories and assessments

Complete a 4-year plan for high school courses

Learn about the college application process

Course: Independent Study TAG 3
Course #:       

TAG480
Grade Level: 

10-12 
Credits: 
 
3 
Length:

1 Semester
Prerequisite: 

Instructor approval.
Considerations: This course is for students identified by established district guidelines.
Course Description: 
This course is designed for students interested in learning computer programming in either the “C” language or Pascal.  Instruction will be provided after school twice each week.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

Productive work ethic

Working independently

Having basic computer and keyboarding skills

Expectations: 
Students will:

Meet after school twice weekly

Document learning by way of a time log and written summary

Progress through materials at their own rate

Share learning with peers


Course: Independent Study TAG 5
Course #:       

 TAG510
Grade Level: 

 10-12 
Credit Hours: 
 5 Credit Hours
Length:

 1 Semester
Prerequisite: 

 Instructor Approval
Considerations: This course is for students identified by established district guidelines.

Course Description: 
This course is designed for students with demonstrated research skills who have a commitment to independent learning.  Working with mentors from the community, students will plan and complete independent in depth projects.
Skills Needed to be Successful:

Productive work ethic

Processing information and communicating learning

Organizing, planning, and following though

Taking responsibility for own learning
Expectations: 
Students will:

Develop, implement, and complete an independent learning contract

Share learning with peers and appropriate audiences

Document learning by way of time logs and written summaries

Participate in one volunteer experience each semester
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